
 

 

 

 

 

 

JJ Hudson 

Interim Artistic Director, CIM Opera Theater 
 
Stage Director JJ Hudson is well known for his sensitive and dynamic professional and university 
productions. In the fall of 2023, Hudson began as interim artistic director of Opera at the 
Cleveland Institute of Music. In the summers, Hudson is the artistic director of the Harrower 
Summer Opera Workshop, a young-artist training program based in Atlanta. Prior to joining the 
faculty at CIM, Hudson was the Valerie Adams Professor of Opera at Georgia State University 
between 2021-23. Hudson began full-time work in academia after more than 15 years of freelance 
work as a stage director.  

  
Hudson’s recent productions include Rita and Il Segreto di Susanna (Sarasota Opera), La Bohème 
(Mississippi Opera), Cosi fan tutte (Opera Tampa), Tosca (Tri-Cities Opera), Bastianello (Rochester 
Lyric Opera), West Side Story (Asheville Lyric Opera), La Cenerentola (Opera Roanoke), La Traviata 
(Berkshires Theater Group), Ariadne auf Naxos (Lakes Area Music Festival), South Pacific (Opera 
Roanoke), Il barbiere di Siviglia (Tri-Cities Opera), La belle Hélène, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Carmen, and The Rake’s Progress (Lakes Area Music Festival).  

  
Hudson is an in-demand guest director with university and young-artist programs. In 2013, he 
served on the directing staff of the Aspen Opera Theater, where he worked on productions of Suor 
Angelica, Gianni Schicchi, and L’Incoronazione di Poppea. Recent university and young-artist 
productions include Albert Herring (Harrower Summer Opera Workshop), Le nozze di Figaro 
(Miami Music Festival), The Turn of the Screw (Stony Brook University), Dialogues des Carmelites 
(Cleveland Institute of Music), Lucio Silla (Temple University), I pagliacci and Il tabarro (Opera in 
the Ozarks), The Impresario and The Medium (University of Kansas), Werther (Temple University), 
Le nozze di Figaro (Opera in the Ozarks), Così fan tutte (Temple University), A Little Night Music 
(Opera in the Ozarks), Suor Angelica and Le pauvre matelot (Temple University), La Finta 
Giardiniera, L’elisir d’amore, Amahl and the Night Visitors, Le nozze di Figaro (Columbus State 
University), Le Nozze di Figaro (Opera in the Ozarks), and Our Town, Dido and Aeneas, and La 
serva padrona (Georgia State University).  
 
In December 2012, Hudson directed Schubert’s Winterreise in the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens for 
the Make Music New York Winter Festival. The production received an enthusiastic review in The 
New York Times.  
 
Hudson holds a DMA in voice performance and literature and MM in opera studies: stage 
direction from the Eastman School of Music. Additionally, he holds an MA in vocal performance 
from the University of Iowa and a double BM in music composition and vocal performance from 
Stetson University. 


