


About the Cleveland Institute of Music 
 

The Cleveland Institute of Music empowers the world’s most talented 

classical music students to fulfill their dreams and potential. Its alumni 

command hallowed stages across the globe as soloists, opera leads, 

chamber musicians, and ensemble members; compose meaningful, 

award-winning music; produce Grammy Award-winning recordings; 

and are highly sought-after teaching artists, administrators, and thought 

leaders. CIM’s faculty likewise hail from around the country and across 

the world, giving students “The CIM Advantage” as they embark on 

professional careers. The school’s increasingly diverse collegiate and 

pre-college student bodies benefit from access to world-renowned 

visiting artists and abundant performance and outreach opportunities, 

and from the rich curriculum offered by CIM’s partner, Case Western 

Reserve University. A leader among its peers, CIM is the largest 

presenter of free performances, masterclasses, and community 

concerts in the Midwest, hosting hundreds of events each year on 

campus and at locations regionwide, including Severance Music Center. 

Explore cim.edu to learn more.  
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Sonata for Violin and Piano, FP 119  

 Allegro con fuoco 

 Intermezzo: Très lent et calme 

 Presto tragico 

 

Olga Dubossarskaya Kaler, violin  

Carolyn Gadiel Warner, piano  

 

 

Elegy for Violin and Piano (1976)  

 

Philip Setzer, violin 

Carolyn Gadiel Warner, piano  

 

 

Trio Patetico for Violin, Cello, and Piano 

 Allegro moderato 

 Scherzo: Vivacissimo 

 Largo 

 Allegro con spirito 

 

Philip Setzer, violin  

Si-Yan Darren Li, cello  

Carolyn Gadiel Warner, piano  

Wednesday, February 25, 2026 

7:30pm | Mixon Hall 
 

Carolyn Gadiel Warner, piano  

Olga Dubossarskaya Kaler, violin  

Philip Setzer, violin  

Si-Yan Darren Li, cello  

Steven Banks, saxophone  
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Adagio from Piano Concerto in G Major 

 

Philip Setzer, violin  

Steven Banks, saxophone  

Carolyn Gadiel Warner, piano  

Maurice Ravel 

(1875–1937) 

trans. Carolyn 

Warner 



Carolyn Gadiel Warner is a native of Winnipeg, Canada. She is a 

pianist and violinist, and has bachelor’s and master’s degrees in both 

instruments from the University of Toronto. She also earned a first 

prize in violin and chamber music from the Paris Conservatory of 

Music under full scholarship. Warner has been a member of the violin 

and keyboard sections of The Cleveland Orchestra since 1979, where 

she has held the Marc Swartzbaugh Endowed Keyboard Chair for 

more than 20 years. Since 2021 until March 2025, she held the interim 

principal keyboard position. In this role, Warner is called upon, when 

needed, to play piano, celeste, harpsichord, and synthesizer.  
 

Prior to coming to The Cleveland Orchestra, Warner held both violin 

and keyboard positions with the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra under 

Michael Tilson Thomas. She is a founding member of The Cleveland 

Duo with her husband, violinist Stephen Warner, and of The Cleveland 

Duo and James Umble, both groups which have toured actively as 

concert performers and artists in education throughout the US and 

abroad. She can be heard with both ensembles on the Cappella, Dana, 

Klavier, and Centaur labels.  
 

Warner has taught or given masterclasses at music schools and 

conservatories throughout North America including Toronto, 

Hamilton, and Guelph, Ontario; Calgary and Edmonton, Alberta; 

Mexico City; Northwestern University, Manhattan School of Music, 

Mannes School of Music, Florida State University, University of Miami, 

and many more in the U.S.; as well as in Beijing, China and Sydney and 

Brisbane, Australia. Warner was appointed to the CIM faculty in 1987 

and now serves both the Conservatory and Academy divisions of 

chamber music. She has been tasked with curating programs for the 

Institute honoring composers such as Darius Milhaud and Ernest 

Bloch, who were closely tied to CIM in its early years, and has sat on 

numerous occasions on the jury of the annual Darius Milhaud 

competition. She curated a program for The Cleveland Orchestra 

commemorating Kristallnacht in conjunction with a Violins of Hope 

exhibit at The Temple Tifereth Israel. She hosts an annual concert 

called Carolyn Warner & Friends in which she frequently spotlights 

music by French composers and features faculty, students, and 

prominent guest artists. Warner is also co-director of the Case 
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Western Reserve University chamber music program. Warner was 

invited to teach and perform at the InterHarmony Music Festival in 

Acqui Terme, Italy, in July 2025. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Praised by critics for her “deep, soulful sound” and “powerful, 

enchanting renditions,” Olga Dubossarskaya Kaler has toured 

three continents as a soloist, chamber musician, and artist-teacher, 

balancing her performing and teaching careers with equal success. She 

joined the CIM violin faculty in 2017, following her 15-year tenure at 

DePaul University School of Music in Chicago.  
 

Kaler’s original composition for solo violin, Recitativo and Toccata, was 

published in 2020 by the Soundwave Music Company, along with her 

edition of the Solo Violin Sonata by Boris Dubossarsky, her father, a 

celebrated Moldavian composer. Both works are included in her 2022 

Centaur Records CD release, Seven Ways to Say Farewell. Four out of 

seven pieces are world premiere recordings.  
 

Kaler’s scale system for violin and for viola, entitled Scale System for 

Reluctant Scale Enthusiasts, and her method book, An Effective Method 

for Teaching and Studying Violin Technique, met with enthusiastic 

reception from string players and pedagogues worldwide. Both works 

are available on Amazon and in an electronic version through Ovation 

Press.  
 

Kaler holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the Northwestern 

University Bienen School of Music and her previous degrees are from 

the New England Conservatory, Moscow State Conservatory, and 

Stolyarsky Special Music School for Gifted Children in Odessa, 

Ukraine. Among her violin competition awards are Special Prize at the 

Rodolfo Lipizer International Violin Competition, first prize at the 

Northwestern Competition, as well as first prize at Thaviu-Isaak 

Competition.  
 

For more information, visit olgadkaler.com. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Violinist Philip Setzer, a founding member of the Emerson String 

Quartet, was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and began studying violin at the 

age of 5 with his parents, both former violinists in The Cleveland 

Orchestra. He continued his studies with Josef Gingold and Rafael 



Druian, and later at The Juilliard School with Oscar Shumsky. In 1967, 

Setzer won second prize at the Marjorie Merriweather Post 

Competition, and in 1976 received a bronze medal at the Queen 

Elisabeth International Competition. He has appeared with the 

National Symphony, Aspen Chamber Symphony, Memphis Symphony, 

New Mexico Symphony, Puerto Rico Symphony, Omaha Symphony, 

Anchorage Symphony, and on several occasions with The Cleveland 

Orchestra. He has also participated in the Marlboro Music Festival. In 

April 1989, Setzer premiered Paul Epstein’s Matinee Concerto. This 

piece, dedicated to and written for Setzer, has since been performed 

by him in Hartford, New York, Cleveland, Boston, and Aspen. 
 

Currently serving as the distinguished professor of violin and chamber 

music at SUNY Stony Brook and violin and chamber music faculty at 

CIM, Setzer has given masterclasses at schools around the world, 

including the Curtis Institute, London’s Royal Academy of Music, San 

Francisco Conservatory, UCLA, and the Mannes School. Setzer is the 

director of the Shouse Institute, the teaching division of the Great 

Lakes Chamber Music Festival in Detroit. He has also been a regular 

faculty member of the Isaac Stern Chamber Music Workshops at 

Carnegie Hall and the Jerusalem Music Center, and his article about 

those workshops appeared in The New York Times on the occasion of 

Isaac Stern’s 80th birthday celebration. 
 

A versatile musician with innovative vision and dedication to keep the 

art form of the string quartet alive and relevant, Setzer is the 

mastermind behind the Emerson’s two highly praised collaborative 

theater productions: The Noise of Time, premiered at Lincoln Center in 

2001 and directed by Simon McBurney, is a multi-media production 

about the life of Shostakovich and has given about 60 performances 

throughout the world; in 2016, Setzer teamed up with writer-director 

James Glossman and co-created the Emerson’s latest music/theater 

project, Shostakovich and the Black Monk: A Russian Fantasy. Premiered 

at the Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, Black Monk has been 

performed at the Tanglewood Music Festival, Princeton University, 

Wolf Trap, Ravinia Festival, and Lotte Concert Hall in Seoul Korea. 

Setzer has also been touring and recording the piano trio repertoire 

with David Finckel and Wu Han. 
 

Setzer exclusively uses Thomastik Dominant and Vision strings. Violin: 

Samuel Zygmuntowicz (Brooklyn, NY 2011) 

 

~ ~ ~ 



Cellist Si-Yan Darren Li made his professional debut at the age of 9 

and has since established an international career as a recitalist, 

chamber musician, and pedagogue. He has performed in many of the 

world’s leading concert venues, including Carnegie Hall’s Stern 

Auditorium, Weill Recital Hall, Alice Tully Hall, Merkin Hall, 92nd 

Street Y, Kennedy Center, Izumi Hall in Osaka, Suntory Hall in Tokyo, 

and the National Concert Hall in Taipei. Li has also appeared at 

renowned music festivals such as the Ravinia Festival, Verbier Festival, 

Kronberg Academy Cello Festival, and Sun Valley Music Festival.  
 

A prizewinner in numerous prestigious competitions, including the 

Tchaikovsky International Competition in Moscow and the Young 

Concert Artists International Auditions in New York, Li is also a 

recipient of the American Masterpieces Grant from the National 

Endowment for the Arts.  
 

An avid chamber musician, he has collaborated with distinguished 

artists including Emanuel Ax, Leon Fleisher, Miriam Fried, Lang Lang, 

Thomas Quasthoff, and members of the Emerson, Juilliard, Takács, 

Cleveland, Orion, Casals, and Ébène quartets. His acclaimed recording 

of the Bartók string quartets with the Euclid Quartet received high 

praise from Gramophone magazine and American Record Guide.  
 

Li joined the CIM faculty in 2017, where he serves as director of 

chamber music and a member of the cello faculty. His students have 

won top prizes in prestigious international and national competitions, 

including Banff, Bordeaux, Melbourne, and Wigmore Hall international 

string quartet competitions, as well as Fischoff, Coltman, and Plowman 

chamber music competitions. They have also gone on to win positions 

in leading American orchestras. Li additionally serves as a panelist for 

the New World Symphony auditions.  
 

Li holds a Bachelor of Music degree from The Juilliard School and both 

a Master of Music and Artist Diploma from the Peabody Institute of 

the Johns Hopkins University. He also received a fellowship from the 

New World Symphony. His principal teachers include Orlando Cole, 

Fred Sherry, Harvey Shapiro, Alan Stepansky, and David Hardy, and his 

other mentors include Frans Helmerson, Gary Hoffman, Pamela Frank, 

and Michael Tilson Thomas. Li performs on a 1773 Giovanni Battista 

Guadagnini cello, generously on loan from the private collection of Mr. 

and Mrs. Rin Kei-Mei. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 



As a performer and composer, saxophonist Steven Banks is striving 

to bring his instrument to the heart of the classical music world. He is 

driven to program and write music that directly addresses aspects of 

the human experience and is an active and intentional supporter of 

diverse voices in the future of concert music.  
 

Banks is establishing himself as a compelling and charismatic soloist and 

in 2022, he was awarded the prestigious Avery Fisher Career Grant 

and was a chosen artist for WQXR’s Artist Propulsion Lab. He was 

the first saxophonist to be awarded first prize at the Young Concert 

Artists Susan Wadsworth International Auditions. Critics have 

consistently recognized Banks for his warm yet glowing tone, well-

crafted and communicative musical expression, and deft technical 

abilities. 
 

Banks has appeared with The Cleveland Orchestra, Montreal 

Symphony, Utah Symphony, Colorado Symphony, Mostly Mozart 

Festival Orchestra, and Aspen Festival Orchestra, and has enjoyed 

working with such conductors as Franz Welser-Möst, Xian Zhang, 

Nicholas McGegan, Rafael Payare, John Adams, Peter Oundjian, Jahja 

Ling, Matthias Pintscher, Alain Altinoglu, and Roderick Cox. 
 

In recital, he has appeared across the U.S. at the San Francisco 

Symphony’s Spotlight Series at Davies Hall, Merkin Hall, The Kennedy 

Center, The Kravis Center, and Festival Napa Valley with his 

collaborative partner, pianist Xak Bjerken. A keen chamber musician, 

Banks has appeared at Spoleto Festival USA, Chamber Music Chicago, 

and Aspen Music Festival, and was the first artist-in-residence of the 

Skaneateles Festival in the 2023-24 season. He has collaborated with 

the Borromeo and St. Lawrence string quartets and will work with the 

Dover and Verona quartets in the coming seasons. He is a founding 

member of the Kenari Quartet, an all-saxophone ensemble that 

performs regularly together offering inspiring and uplifting 

compositions and arrangements. As baritone saxophonist of Kenari, 

Banks won first prize at the inaugural M-Prize Chamber Arts 

Competition and has garnered two silver medals from the Fischoff 

Chamber Music Competition. Their album, French Saxophone Quartets, 

was released in 2016 on the Naxos label. 
 

In 2023 and 2024 Banks premiered and toured with a commissioned 

concerto from Grammy-winning composer Billy Childs. The nine co-

commissioning orchestras were Kansas City Symphony, Cincinnati 

Symphony Orchestra, Aspen Music Festival, Chautauqua Institution, 

New World Symphony, Minnesota Orchestra, Detroit Symphony 



Orchestra, National Symphony Orchestra, and San Diego Symphony 

with Young Concert Artists being the tenth partner in the consortium. 

The three-movement, 20-minute concerto explores aspects of the 

African American experience in America and takes inspiration from 

such poets as Nayyirah Waheed, Claude McKay, and Maya Angelou. 
 

As a composer, Banks has been commissioned by such organizations as 

Young Concert Artists, WQXR’s Artist Propulsion Lab, Latitude 49, 

Yale University’s Project 14 Initiative, and Northwestern University’s 

Saxophone Ensemble. His work for alto saxophone and string quartet, 

Cries, Sighs and Dreams, was premiered in 2022 at Carnegie Hall with 

the Borromeo Quartet. His work for solo piano, Fantasy on Recurring 

Daydreams, was premiered by Zhu Wang in 2023. Banks’ works are 

published by Murphy Music Press. 
 

An advocate for diversity and inclusion in music education and 

performance, Banks was part of the TEDx NorthwesternU 2017 

conference presenting his dynamic approach to overcoming 

institutionalized prejudices against women and people of color. In 

addition, he has written about and given lectures on the history of 

black classical composers. In collaboration with Anthony Trionfo and 

Randall Goosby, the Learning to Listen roundtable was created to 

discuss the nuances of the Black experience in classical music and 

beyond. In partnership with the Sphinx Organization, they also created 

the Illuminate! series, which opened three essential conversations on 

the subject of music education, artist activism, and the LGBTQIA+ 

community in classical music. 
 

Banks serves as saxophone and chamber music faculty and artist-in-

residence at CIM. He was previously assistant professor of saxophone 

at both Ithaca College and Baldwin Wallace Conservatory, and held 

the Jackie McLean Fellowship at the University of Hartford. His own 

primary saxophone teachers have been Taimur Sullivan, Otis Murphy 

Jr., and Galvin Crisp. He holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the 

Indiana University Jacobs School of Music, as well as a Master of Music 

degree from the Northwestern University Bienen School of Music. 
 

Banks is an endorsing artist for Conn-Selmer instruments, D’Addario 

Woodwinds, lefreQue Sound Solutions, and Key Leaves. 

 

~ ~ ~ 






