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Armenian Rhapsody 

 

Matias Nestor Cuevas, piano 

Yuhang Wang, piano 

 

 

Impromptu 

 

Lydia Rhea, cello 

Jacob Bernhardt, piano 

 

 

Nocturne  

 

Sasha Kandybin, violin 

Jacob Bernhardt, piano 

 

 

Garun a (Spring)  

 

Matias Nestor Cuevas, piano 

 

 

Al ayloukhs (The scarlet scarf)  

Chinar es (You are like a plane tree)  

Yerkinkn ampel a (The sky has clouded)  

Gakavik (Little partridge)  

 

Almas Quartet 

Haig Hovsepian, violin 

Emera Gurath, violin 

Jiwon Kim, viola 

Lydia Rhea, cello 

 

 

PROGRAM 

“The role of art is to make a world which can be inhabited.” 

— William Saroyan 



Aria and Dance  

 

Benjamin Richardson, cello 

Christine Hill, piano 

 

 

Introduction and Perpetuum Mobile  

 

Haig Hovsepian, violin 

Christine Hill, piano 

Arno Babajanian 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward Mirzoyan 

(1921–2012) 

 

 Sincere gratitude to CIM for the invaluable and wholehearted 

support of this student born initiative. 
 

Thank you to the Armenian General Benevolent Union for 

helping us spread the word and for being our ambassador  

to Armenia and Artsakh. 
 

Special thanks to all of the amazing performers for their  

talent, time and dedication. 
 

With all our love to Armenia! 

All proceeds go to Armenian General Benevolent Union toward  

humanitarian relief for Armenia and Artsakh.  

 

Please consider making a donation at  

donate.agbu.org/CIMartsakh. 



CIM Programming Advisory Committee 
 
The Programming Advisory Committee, formed in 2020 and 

comprised of faculty, students, staff, alumni and special guests, 

advocates for the performance of compositions by composers from 

underrepresented backgrounds/demographic groups, including but not 

limited to Black, Latinx, Native American/indigenous, other 

underrepresented communities (such as Arab, Asian or Pacific Islander, 

etc), female, LGBTQ and genderqueer. These performances should 

occur as part of CIM’s regular concert series and student performance 

events and could additionally be highlighted in special programming.  

 
~ ~ ~ 

 

Armenian General Benevolent Union 
 
The Armenian General Benevolent Union (AGBU) is the world’s 

largest non-profit organization devoted to upholding the Armenian 

heritage through educational, cultural and humanitarian programs. Each 

year, AGBU is committed to making a difference in the lives of 500,000 

people across Armenia, Artsakh and the Armenian diaspora. 
 

Through the vision of its leaders and the generous support of devoted 

donors and members over the years, AGBU has played a significant 

role in upholding Armenian traditions and values by adapting to the 

needs of the worldwide community and the demands of the times. 

Since 1906, AGBU has remained true to one overarching goal: to 

create a foundation for the prosperity of all Armenians. 
 

AGBU currently operates with an annual budget of over $46 million, 

made possible by our countless benefactors. Headquartered in New 

York City, AGBU has an active presence in 31 countries and 74 cities 

and addresses the needs of Armenians with traditional and progressive 

programs worldwide —from schools, scouts, camps and support for 

the arts to internships, virtual learning and young professional 

networks. 
 

For more information, visit agbu.org 

 
~ ~ ~ 



ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

Jacob Bernhardt, a native of the Chicago area, began piano lessons 

at age 6. In high school, he studied with Emilio del Rosario at the Music 

Institute of Chicago. Bernhardt holds degrees in piano performance 

from Bob Jones University and in collaborative piano from CIM. As a 

freelance collaborator, choral accompanying forms a large part of 

Bernhardt’s work, collaborating with the Cleveland Orchestra 

choruses, Cleveland State University choruses and other regional 

groups such as the Cleveland Chamber Choir. He is also passionate 

about orchestral playing and has performed with the Canton 

Symphony Orchestra and Akron Symphony Orchestra. Bernhardt is an 

amateur singer and in his free time he enjoys reading and playing 

cribbage. Bernhardt currently resides in Cleveland with his wife Joanna 

and their son Frédéric, where he is pursuing his Doctor of Musical 

Arts degree at CIM. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Chilean-American pianist Matias Nestor Cuevas has been studying 

piano at CIM with Dr. Daniel Shapiro since 2019. Previously he studied 

under the guidance of Maestro Vincenzo Balzani and Silvia Rumi at the 

“G. Verdi” Conservatory of Music in Milan, Italy. 
 

He has won various prizes in national and international piano 

competitions, including the second prize in the Romantic category and 

first prize in the 21st-century category in the “Città di Cantù” 

international competition for piano and orchestra in Cantù, Italy, the 

grand prize in the Pozzolino Piano Competition in Seregno, and many 

others. 
 

He has been invited to play in Giovanni Allevi’s Christmas tour with 

the Italian Symphonic Orchestra at the BRIXIUM forum in Brescia, 

Italy; in the Teatro Colosseo in Torino, Italy; for the PianoEchos 

festival in Lu, Monferrato, Italy; in the Vatican Museums in Rome, Italy; 

in Izmir, Turkey; in the first edition of the Krasnogorsk Music Festival 

in Moscow, Russia; in the Résonances Musique de Chambre music 

festival in Le Havre, France; at the Chopin Conservatory in Warsaw, 

Poland; and many other important venues and music festivals across 

the world. 

 



~ ~ ~ 

 

Emera Gurath is a violinist currently enrolled in the five-year 

master’s program at CIM where she studies with Stephen Rose. 

Gurath is a graduate of the Interlochen Arts Academy and a winner of 

the South Dakota Young Musician’s Concerto Competition, which 

provided her the opportunity to perform with the SDSO as a featured 

soloist. Other solo engagements include performances with the 

SDSYO and the Minnesota Sinfonia. Gurath has served as 

concertmaster of the CIM Orchestra, SDSYO, Interlochen Arts 

Academy Orchestra, World Youth Symphony Orchestra and toured 

China with the National Youth Orchestra in the summer of 2015. She 

enjoys an active chamber music career and has participated in the 

Advanced String Quartet program at CIM with both her previous and 

current ensembles. She currently serves as a violinist in the Almas 

Quartet, which she has been a part of since its formation in 2019. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Christine Hill is highly sought-after as a collaborative pianist, having 

distinguished herself in this specialized area of ensemble performance. 

Her expertise has attracted many elite talents and her collaborative 

skill has assisted many successful careers. She has been a collaborative 

partner of members of major symphony orchestras, international 

vocalists and chamber musicians. 
 

Winner of numerous performance prizes, she has been praised by 

critics and distinguished musicians worldwide. Hill has appeared as 

soloist with the Ashland Symphony, Cleveland Philharmonic, Heights 

Civic Orchestra and the Cincinnati-College Conservatory and 

Cleveland State University orchestras.  
 

A new music champion, she performed the Cleveland premiere of 

Carter Pann’s Concerto Logic for piano and wind symphony with the 

University Circle Wind Ensemble in Severance Hall under the direction 

of Dr. Gary Ciepluch.  
 

Hill serves on the CIM collaborative piano faculty and is currently on 

the collaborative piano faculty at the Encore Chamber Music Institute.  

 

~ ~ ~ 

 



Haig Hovsepian is a senior at CIM studying under the direction of 

Professor Ilya Kaler. He began his violin studies at the age of 4 and 

joined the New England Conservatory Prep Division in 2013. 
 

In 2015 and 2016, Hovsepian won a series of concerto competitions 

leading to solo performances with various orchestras. That was 

followed by the Max Reger Ambassador Award and several 

appearances with NPR’s From the Top. Among other venues, Hovsepian 

has performed at Carnegie, Symphony and Jordan halls. 
 

In 2017 he became the laureate at the “Renaissance” International 

Competition (Armenia). Following his victory at the Boston Symphony 

Orchestra Concerto Competition in June 2018, he made his debut 

with Maestro Keith Lockhart and the Boston Pops. 
 

Hovsepian is also an avid saxophone player and a former member of 

his high school’s wind ensemble, award-winning jazz band and jazz 

combo.  

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Sasha Kandybin has been studying violin since he was 7, and 

attended the Manhattan School of Music precollege program, in the 

studio of Gregory Kalinovsky and Wu Jie. He also studied conducting 

with Jonathan Strasser, and now attends CIM where he studied with 

William Preucil, former concertmaster of The Cleveland Orchestra, 

and currently with Philip Setzer of the Emerson String Quartet and 

Jessica Lee of The Cleveland Orchestra. He has participated in many 

competitions including the NJYS concerto competition and Cremona 

International Violin Competition, among others. Kandybin has 

attended the Manchester Music Festival as a full scholarship performer 

and the NAC Young Artists Program working intensely with Pinchas 

Zukerman, among others. He also attended the highly acclaimed Music 

in the Mountains festival in Colorado, where he was concertmaster of 

the junior orchestra. He was part of the Manhattan School of Music 

Symphony and Philharmonic orchestras, and was concertmaster his 

first and last years. He also participated in the Music@Menlo chamber 

music festival in 2016, where he played with members of the Chamber 

Music Society of Lincoln Center. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 



Violist Jiwon Kim from Seoul, South Korea, currently studies with 

Jeffrey Irvine at CIM. She is a graduate of the Walnut Hill School for 

the Arts where she studied under Mai Motobuchi. Kim began playing 

the violin at the age of 3 and later switched to the viola when she was 

10 years old. While in Korea, she won prizes at both the Nanpa and 

Music Education News competitions. After moving to the US, she won 

the 2015 Richmond Youth Symphony Orchestra concerto 

competition, as well as a prize at the Richmond Symphony Orchestra 

League’s competition. Kim was also the winner of A Far Cry/New 

England Conservatory Prep Collaborative Competition. Kim has 

attended several summer music programs including Yellow Barn Young 

Artists Program, Music@Menlo Young Performers program, Music 

Academy of the West and Heifetz International Music Institute. She 

has been a member of the Almas Quartet since January 2019. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Cellist Lydia Rhea is quickly garnering international recognition as a 

skilled soloist and chamber musician while currently pursuing a 

Bachelor of Music in cello performance at CIM studying under Dr. 

Melissa Kraut. Formerly a scholarship recipient fellow at the Music 

Institute of Chicago Academy, Rhea studied with artist faculty member 

Hans Jørgen Jensen for four years. As a soloist, Rhea has performed 

with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and has appeared on NPR’s 

From the Top with renowned jazz pianist Fred Hersch, where she 

performed one of his original compositions in Boston’s Jordan Hall. 

Most recently, she was named the gold medalist and received the 

Agnew Prize for Bach at the 2020 Cleveland Cello Society Scholarship 

Competition. Rhea has performed throughout the US and Europe and 

won numerous international prizes, and has been the cellist in the 

Almas Quartet since its formation in 2019. The Almas Quartet is 

currently part of the selective Advanced String Quartet program at 

CIM under the instruction of Si-Yan Darren Li. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Benjamin Richardson is a senior at CIM pursuing his bachelor’s 

degree in cello performance studying with Melissa Kraut. He has 

studied under Seattle Symphony members Efe Baltacigil and Walter 

Gray, and has taken master classes with Hans Jensen, Philip Setzer and 

Shannon Lee, among others. He is currently a member of the Raphina 



Quartet, which is part of the Advanced String Quartet program at the 

Institute. 
 

Richardson has been playing the cello since he was 3 years old and has 

been playing with orchestras and chamber groups since the age of 10. 

From 2011-15 he was the principal cellist for the Seattle Youth 

Symphony, and in 2015-17 he soloed with the Evergreen Philharmonic 

Orchestra three times.  
 

Besides cello, Richardson is a competitive curler, and has won silver 

medals at the 2016 Youth Olympics and the 2017 World Junior 

Curling Championships. He also had an extensive singing career as a 

boy soprano, soloing with the Seattle Symphony on multiple occasions, 

including a Grammy-nominated performance of Dutilleux’s Shadows of 

Time in 2012. 

 

~ ~ ~ 

 

Yuhang Wang was born in Shenyang, China. He started playing the 

piano at the age of 4 and in September 2017 started school at CIM 

where he studies with world renowned musician Sergei Babayan. 
 

Wang has enjoyed many international performances. He performed 

Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 with the Shenyang Youth 

Symphony in 2017 and performed a solo recital in Kulas Hall at CIM in 

2020. 
 

Wang won the first prize in the Southern USA Chopin International 

Piano Competition in both 2015 and 2017 as well as the first and final 

prizes in the Prime Golden Bell Music Award of China in 2014.  

 

~ ~ ~ 


