


About the Cleveland Institute of Music 
 

The Cleveland Institute of Music empowers the world’s most talented 

classical music students to fulfill their dreams and potential. Its alumni 

command hallowed stages across the globe as soloists, opera leads, 

chamber musicians, and ensemble members; compose meaningful, 

award-winning music; produce Grammy Award-winning recordings; 

and are highly sought-after teaching artists, administrators, and thought 

leaders. CIM’s faculty likewise hail from around the country and across 

the world, giving students “The CIM Advantage” as they embark on 

professional careers. The school’s increasingly diverse collegiate and 

pre-college student bodies benefit from access to world-renowned 

visiting artists and abundant performance and outreach opportunities, 

and from the rich curriculum offered by CIM’s partner, Case Western 

Reserve University. A leader among its peers, CIM is the largest 

presenter of free performances, masterclasses, and community 

concerts in the Midwest, hosting hundreds of events each year on 

campus and at locations regionwide, including Severance Music Center. 

Explore cim.edu to learn more.  
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Shawi' (Raccoon)  

 from Woodland Songs (2025)  

 

Hanyue Zhang, soprano 

Nathaniel Hill, conductor 

 

 

Piano Concerto No. 3 in C minor,  

Op. 37  

 Allegro con brio 

 Largo 

 Rondo: Allegro 

 

Anna Audenis, piano 

 

 

Intermission 

 

 

Symphonic Dances, Op. 45  

 Non Allegro 

 Andante con moto. Tempo di Valse 

 Lento assai – Allegro vivace 
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FIRST VIOLIN 
 

Rhianna Lingle, concertmaster 

Monument, CO 
 

Tsung Han Hsieh, assistant  

   concertmaster 

Taipei, Taiwan 
 

Blake Armstrong 

Norfolk, VA 
 

Abbey Fontana 

Naples, FL 
 

Evita Harryson Fiorentino 

Brescia, Italy 
 

Felix Chen 

Montreal, Canada 
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Valencia, Spain 
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Taipei, Taiwan 
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Portland, OR 
 

Yu-Chen Chou 

Cleveland, OH 
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Taipei, Taiwan 
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Hiroka Matsumoto, principal 

Yokohama, Japan 
 

Sean Ellis, assistant principal 
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Irvine, CA 
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Beijing, China 
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New Taipei City, Taiwan 
 

Yilin Li 

Cleveland, OH 

 

VIOLA 
 

Aubrey Williamson, principal 

Austin, TX 
 

Nilli Tayidi, assistant principal 
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David Lawrence 

Salt Lake City, UT 
 

 

TEXT TRANSLATION 

Shawi' (Raccoon)        Jerod Impichchaachaaha' Tate  
 

You will sneak up on them like me. 

You will be intelligent like me. 

I will teach you the manner in which you might survive. 

You shall never be afraid of the dark. 



D’aci Knight 

Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
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Hong Kong 
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John Foley 

West Chester, PA 
 

Brennen Taggart 

Lexington, KY 
 

Halden Aistrup 

Sudbury, MA 

 

FLUTE 
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Beijing, China 
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Beijing, China 
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Jiaming Liu 

Beijing, China 
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Indialantic, FL 
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Elena Miller * 
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Fishers, IN 
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Jacksonville, FL 
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North Potomac, MD 
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Ephrem King 

Elyria, OH 

 

HARP 
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Alice Zhang 
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Mitchell Beckmann # 

Wildwood, MO 
 

Hwanee Pak * 

Columbia, MD 
 

Ruben Shonik ^ 

Sea Cliff, NY 



Lidiya Yankovskaya is a conductor with powerful range and an 

unshakeable sense of classical music as a living, responsive art form. 

Her bold, collaborative leadership has shaped the development of 

dozens of world premieres—including over 20 new operas—and 

brought fresh urgency to performances with major orchestras and 

opera companies across the globe. In addition to her international 

work, she made a transformative local impact as music director of 

Chicago Opera Theater, earning consistent recognition from the 

Chicago Tribune, which named her Chicagoan of the Year. 
 

This season, fresh off a return to the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 

Yankovskaya makes her Scandinavian debut at Norwegian National 

Opera with Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin. She conducts the same work 

at The Grange Festival in a return to the United Kingdom and brings 

her interpretation of Bartók’s masterwork Bluebeard’s Castle to Omaha 

Symphony. Elsewhere, she conducts orchestras around the world, 

including her first performances at Vienna’s iconic Musikverein with 

Tonkünstler Orchester and return engagements with Phoenix 

Symphony and London Philharmonic Orchestra. 
 

Following her acclaimed Australian debut with Puccini’s full Il trittico, 

Yankovskaya was immediately reengaged by Opera Australia for a new 

production of Carmen. She has also recently conducted Eugene Onegin 

at Staatsoper Hamburg, Symphony of Sorrowful Songs and Bluebeard’s 

Castle at English National Opera, Rusalka at Santa Fe Opera, The       

(R)evolution of Steve Jobs at Washington National Opera, Carmen at 

Houston Grand Opera, and Don Giovanni at Seattle Opera. On the 

concert stage, high-profile engagements include appearances with the 

Los Angeles, New York, Royal Liverpool, and London philharmonics; 
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^ principal on Beethoven 

* principal on Rachmaninoff 



concerts with Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, and National symphony 

orchestras; and Julia Wolfe’s Anthracite Fields at Carnegie Hall. She 

enjoys an ongoing relationship with Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 

leading concerts at both Symphony Center and the Ravinia Festival. 
 

In her seven seasons as music director of Chicago Opera Theater, 

Yankovskaya spearheaded the commissioning of 11 new operas, 

advancing the work of six female composers and seven creators of 

color. She led the Chicago premieres of Heggie’s Moby-Dick and 

Talbot’s Everest, as well as Tchaikovsky’s Iolanta and Szymanowski’s 

King Roger, before concluding her tenure with a landmark new 

production of Shostakovich’s The Nose. Under her leadership, COT 

established the Vanguard Initiative, an immersive two-year residency 

for emerging opera composers that has enriched the repertory with 

vital new voices and experiences that resonate with today’s audiences. 
 

This adroit combination of musical skill and cultural advocacy is a 

hallmark of Yankovskaya’s career. She was born in St. Petersburg, 

Russia, and grew up immersed in music as a pianist, violinist, and 

singer. When she immigrated to the United States as a refugee, her 

devotion to music remained a constant in her life. Those experiences 

inspired her to found the Refugee Orchestra Project, which proclaims 

the societal relevance of refugees through music. ROP has brought 

that message to hundreds of thousands of listeners around the world, 

including appearances in London, Washington, DC, and the United 

Nations. The organization’s important work has been featured on 

CNN, The Today Show, NowThis, Newsweek, and BBC World Newsday, 

bringing classical music and artists’ compelling stories to audiences well 

beyond the concert hall and opera house.  
 

Yankovskaya is committed to expanding the impact of classical music 

and developing the next generation of artistic leaders. In addition to 

her work with the Vanguard Initiative, she serves as a mentor to 

emerging conductors with the Taki Alsop Fellowship and volunteers 

with Turn The Spotlight, an organization dedicated to identifying, 

nurturing, and empowering leaders among equity-seeking groups in the 

arts. 
 

Yankovskaya holds a BA in music and philosophy from Vassar College, 

with a focus on piano, voice, and conducting, and earned an MM in 

conducting from Boston University. Her conducting teachers and 

mentors have included Marin Alsop, Kenneth Kiesler, and Ann 

Howard Jones; she has also held assistantships with Lorin Maazel and 

Vladimir Jurowski. Yankovskaya is the proud two-time recipient of 

Solti Foundation U.S. Career Assistance Awards.  



~ ~ ~ 
 

Nathaniel Hill is an emerging conductor whose dynamic leadership 

and musical insight have made him a compelling presence on the 

podium. He began conducting under the mentorship of the late Dwight 

Oltman and has since continued his development with distinguished 

conductors including Tito Muñoz, Darko Butorac, David Chan, Delta 

David Gier, Miriam Burns, Kathleen Horvath, and Harry Davidson.  
 

He completed his Bachelor of Music in guitar performance at CIM and 

is continuing his studies at CIM, pursuing a Graduate Diploma in both 

conducting with Tito Muñoz and guitar performance with Jason Vieaux.  
 

Hill has conducted a wide range of repertoire at CIM, including the 

Cleveland premiere of Pavel Haas’ Suite for Orchestra. He regularly 

conducts the CIM Orchestra as part of its symphonic concert season 

and has participated in masterclasses with conductors such as Keith 

Lockhart and Darko Butorac. He regularly collaborates with faculty 

and student ensembles in chamber and large ensemble settings.  
 

In 2025, Hill conducted and led a string orchestra comprising members 

of The Cleveland Orchestra and CIM students in a concert titled 

Garden to Glory at Parkside Church in Cleveland, Ohio, which drew an 

audience of over 1,500 community members. Due to its high demand 

and popularity, he brought Garden to Glory to Liberty University in 

Lynchburg, Virginia, later that summer.  
 

Beyond CIM, Hill serves as assistant and guest conductor with the 

Case Western Reserve University Symphony Orchestra and has been 

featured in numerous performances. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Anna Isabel Audenis started playing the piano at age 5 and has since 

charmed audiences and judges alike with her thoughtful and musical 

interpretations. Audenis has been invited as a guest artist to perform 

solo recitals at the Ayvalık International Music Academy in Turkey, 

Classical Music Encounters of Orange County in California, and TEDx 

Ostrava in the Czech Republic. Audenis has performed with the Fort 

Worth Symphony Orchestra, Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra, 

Southwestern Youth Music Festival Orchestra, Orchestra Napolitana, 

Heights Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra Collective of Orange County, 

and in May 2024 premiered Alex Belzer’s piano concerto with the 

Irvine Valley Symphony Orchestra. 
 

Audenis is also a top prizewinner of numerous national and 



international piano competitions. Most recently, she was named the 

winner of the 2025 CIM concerto competition. Previously, Audenis 

won first prize at the MTNA California division, VOCE state finals 

ensemble division, San Francisco International Piano Competition, 

Ghiglieri Competition, and was a winner of both the PianoTexas 2022 

and 2023 concerto competitions. In earlier years, Audenis also placed 

second at the Los Angeles International Piano Competition, San Jose 

International Piano Competition, and Krystian Tkaczewski 

International Piano Competition.  
 

Since 2014 Audenis has been an active honor member of Junior 

Chamber Music and for the past six years has held the title as a JCM 

debut artist. 
 

Audenis has been fortunate to have studied with Rufus Choi for seven 

years and is currently studying under the tutelage of Antonio Pompa-

Baldi at CIM. Audenis has also performed for teachers such as Meng-

Chieh Liu, Mikhail Voskresensky, Piotr Paleczny, John Perry, Oxana 

Yablonskaya, Hung-Kuan Chen, and Alexander Korsantia. 
 

In addition to studying music herself, Audenis ran an active piano 

studio, teaching piano to children for four years. Her students won top 

prizes at CAPMT, JCM chamber and concerto competitions, Great 

Composers competition, and Concordia Chamber Music competition. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Hanyue Zhang is a Chinese soprano who relocated from Denver to 

Cleveland in fall 2025. Her work bridges lyrical sensitivity and dramatic 

intensity. She is currently pursuing a Graduate Diploma at CIM under 

the mentorship of Dina Kuznetsova. She holds a Master of Music 

degree from the Lamont School of Music at the University of Denver. 
 

This summer, she will perform Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni at the 

Prague Summer Nights Young Artists Music Festival in the Czech 

Republic. Her recent roles include the title role in Suor Angelica at the 

Newman Center for the Performing Arts and First Lady in Die 

Zauberflöte in Vienna. She will next appear as the Witch in Hänsel und 

Gretel at Kulas Hall. 
 

Zhang has worked with esteemed conductors and vocal artists 

including Sarah Nouri, Carla Dirlikov, Stefano de Peppo, and Jeremy 

Aye. She has won the fifth role in the 2025 Denver Lyric Opera Guild 

Competition. Her artistry reflects both her Chinese heritage and her 

expanding international career. 
 

~ ~ ~ 






