




FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Get ready to be impressed, in more ways than one. Tonight’s CIM Orchestra 

concert isn’t only the group’s season finale. It’s also a special night when the 
stars have aligned, when the combination of program, performers, and venue 

herald an uncommonly dazzling experience.  
 

Start with the first element, the program. Igor Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite and 
Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 3 are two of the most sensational 

works in the classical canon. The creations of Russian greats at peak form, 
they are showpieces, works whose power derives in part from their sheer 

difficulty. In this regard, the Rachmaninoff is the most famous, given the 
incredible demands it places on the soloist, but the Stravinsky is also no walk 

in the park. Its challenges are merely collective, not individual; the entire 
orchestra must remain on its toes. The same can be said of Lili Boulanger’s 

D’un matin du printemps (Of a Spring Morning). It, too, is a virtuoso handful, an 
elegant, intricate nod to Claude Debussy.  
 

Now to that second part of the equation, the performers. Anywhere else, one 

might be nervous seeing students take on such music. This, though, is CIM, 
where the students and the work ethic are exceptional. Here, we have no 

cause for concern. I know they’ll amaze.  
 

Ditto Sergei Babayan, tonight’s soloist. CIM’s artist-in-residence lives and 
breathes Rachmaninoff. He is truly one of the few on the planet fully qualified 

to undertake the Third Concerto. All I can say about him is, hold onto your 
hats.  
 

Speaking of, I’m also confident you’ll be amazed by tonight’s dynamic 

conductor Sarah Hicks. Sarah may be new to our podium, but she is far from 
new to leading orchestras. In fact, she’s worked with major orchestras across 

the U.S., including the usual inhabitants of this room, The Cleveland 
Orchestra.  
 

Which brings me to the last variable, Severance Music Center. You sit now in 

one of the most beautiful concert spaces in the world, a room that never fails 
to inspire great performances. Indeed, this hall is one of the reasons the 

world’s most talented students flock to CIM, for the rare and special 
opportunity to play here.  
 

Your presence makes that opportunity more meaningful. Whatever your 

connection to the CIM Orchestra, I am grateful you chose to be here tonight, 
to help make this season finale even more memorable. Thank you, and I hope 

to see you again next year.  
 

Onward!  
 

Paul W. Hogle 

President | CEO 
The Mary Elizabeth Callahan Chair 
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The Firebird Suite (1919)   

 Introduction 

 L'oiseau de feu et sa danse 

 Variation de l'oiseau de feu 

 Rondes des princesses 

 Danse infernale du roi Kastchei 

 Berceuse 

 Finale  

 
Intermission 

 
Piano Concerto No. 3 in D minor, Op. 30  

 Allegro ma non tanto 

 Intermezzo: Adagio 

 Finale: All breve 
 

Sergei Babayan, piano  
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BABAYAN PLAYS RACHMANINOFF 

Visiting artist appearances, including this and others throughout the season, 

are made possible by a generous grant from the Kulas Foundation. 
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CIM ORCHESTRA 

FROM THE SOLOIST 

I would like to dedicate my performance tonight of the Piano Concerto No. 3 

by Sergei Rachmaninoff to the memory of Victoria Vronsky. I am forever 
indebted to Vitya Vronsky, a person of the highest ideas in music, an 

extraordinary human being of exceptional culture and artistic depth. She 
studied with Artur Schnabel and Egon Petri, and knew personally Sergei 

Rachmaninoff, Igor Stravinsky, Arthur Rubinstein, Marc Chagall, and Feodor 
Chaliapin. Vitya was the first person who insisted in the early 1990s that I 

should be invited to teach at CIM. I owe my residency at CIM to these three 
individuals: Victoria Vronsky, David Cerone, Karen Knowlton. Thank you my 

dearest friends for believing in me.  
 

— Sergei Babayan 
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

Sarah Hicks’ versatile and vibrant musicianship has secured her place as an  

in-demand conductor across an array of genres, as well as an educator, Emmy-
winning producer, writer, and speaker. Her career has seen collaborations 

with diverse artists, from Olga Kern and Dmitri Hvorostovsky to Roseanne 
Cash and the Dirty Projectors; during the summer of 2011 she toured with 

Sting as conductor of his Symphonicities Tour. Her cross-genre partnerships 
include a 2019 album with rap artist Dessa and the Minnesota Orchestra, with 

whom she holds a titled position, and the 2023 premiere of Rufus 
Wainwright’s Want Symphonic at the BBC Proms.  
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A highly sought-after guest conductor, Hicks has worked extensively both in 

the U.S. and abroad. Notable ensembles include The Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, The Cleveland Orchestra, San Francisco 

Symphony, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Boston Pops, Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra, Czech National Symphony, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, WDR 

Funkhausorchester Köln, St. Petersburg Philharmonic, and Tokyo 
Philharmonic, among many others. Her opera appearances include the East 

Slovak State Opera Theater and Curtis Opera Theater, as well as operas in 
concert with the Minnesota Orchestra and RTÉ Orchestra. 
 

A specialist in film music and the film in concert genre, her live concert 

recordings can be seen on Disney+ and on ABC. She acts as advisor for 
Disney Music Group and is a frequent collaborator at Disney Concerts. Her 

first major feature film credit, Renfield, was released in 2023 and her live album 
with the Danish National Symphony, The Morricone Duel, has garnered over 

200 million views on YouTube.  
 

Hicks is a frequent lecturer and panelist and was on faculty at the Curtis 
Institute of Music from 2000 to 2005 and staff conductor until 2012. Her 

interest in mental wellness and mindfulness has led to numerous projects, 
including Music and Healing with the Minnesota Orchestra. Available digitally, 

it includes a concert, commissioned works, and conversations with 
neuroscientists and wellness experts. Her advocacy continues on her blog and 

YouTube channel; she is currently pursuing studies in MBSR and teacher 
training in Vipassana meditation.  
 

Hicks was born in Tokyo, Japan, and raised in Honolulu, Hawaii. Trained on 

both piano and viola, she received her BA magna cum laude from Harvard 
University and an Artists’ Degree from the Curtis Institute of Music. In her 

spare time, Hicks enjoys running, hiking, her Papillon, and cooking (and eating) 
with her husband. 

 
~ ~ ~ 

 
Sergei Babayan is one of the leading pianists of our time: Hailed for his 

emotional intensity, bold energy, and remarkable levels of color, Babayan 
brings a deep understanding and insight to an exceptionally diverse repertoire. 
Le Figaro has praised his “unequaled touch, perfectly harmonious phrasing and 

breathtaking virtuosity.” Le Devoir from Montreal put it simply: “Sergei Babayan 
is a genius. Period.”  
 

Babayan has collaborated with such conductors as Sir Antonio Pappano, David 
Robertson, Neeme Järvi, Rafael Payare, Thomas Dausgaard, Tugan Sokhiev, 
and Dima Slobodeniouk. Over the years, Babayan has performed with Valery 

Gergiev numerous times to great critical acclaim, including appearances at the 
Barbican Centre with the London Symphony Orchestra, at the Théâtre des 



Champs-Elyseés in Paris, the Salzburg Festival, and at the Rotterdam 

Philharmonic-Gergiev Festival, where Babayan was artist-in-residence.  
 

In recent seasons, Babayan’s schedule included concert performances with the 

Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, Bamberg Symphony Orchestra, Royal 
Liverpool Philharmonic, Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Mahler 
Chamber Orchestra, Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Vancouver Symphony 

Orchestra, and Verbier Festival Orchestra, among others. Babayan regularly 
performs at many of the world’s most prestigious venues, including the 

Amsterdam Concertgebouw, Carnegie Hall, Wigmore Hall in London, Vienna 
Konzerthaus, Munich’s Prinzregententheater, Teatro Colón in Buenos Aires, 

Maison de la Radio in Paris, Hamburg’s Elbphilharmonie, Alte Oper Frankfurt, 
and Zurich Tonhalle. He has appeared at major festivals including La Roque 

d’Anthéron, Piano aux Jacobins in Toulouse, Gstaad Menuhin Festival, and 
Verbier Festival. Babayan performs with the world’s foremost orchestras, 

including the London Symphony Orchestra, The Cleveland Orchestra, 
Warsaw Philharmonic, BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, Orchestre 

National de Lille, Detroit Symphony Orchestra, and Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra. At Konzerthaus Dortmund, Babayan was a curating artist.  
 

Babayan is a Deutsche Grammophon exclusive artist. His 2020 release 

Rachmaninoff was hailed by the international press as a groundbreaking 
recording and received numerous awards including BBC Recording of the 

Month and CHOC Classica. (“This musical journey, born out of a limitless 
imagination and thought in minute detail, is one big masterpiece.”) His 

previous DG release of his own transcriptions for two pianos of works by 
Sergei Prokofiev, with Martha Argerich as his partner (Prokofiev for Two; DG 

2018), was praised by reviewers as “the CD one has waited for” (Le Devoir), 
an “electrifying duo that leaves the listener in consternation” (Pianiste). 
Babayan’s performances have been broadcast by Radio France, BBC-TV and 

BBC Radio 3, NHK Satellite Television, and Medici TV.  
 

Born in Armenia into a musical family, Babayan began his studies there with 

Georgy Saradjev and continued at the Moscow Conservatory with Mikhail 
Pletnev, Vera Gornostayeva, and Lev Naumov. Following his first trip outside 

of the USSR in 1989, he won consecutive first prizes in several major 
international competitions including the Cleveland International Piano 
Competition, Hamamatsu Piano Competition, and Scottish International Piano 

Competition. An American citizen, he lives in New York City. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
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Mr. Mark Johnson 
Jodi Kanter and Steve Szilagyi 

Mrs. Carole J. Kass 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Katz 
Sharon C. and Daryl A.+ Kearns 
Joseph P. and Nancy F. Keithley  

   Foundation 
Mr. Henry J. Kleinhenz 
Mr. Kary Kramer 

Michael Lamm 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Lang 
Dick and Barbara Lederman 

Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Lefferts 
Dan and Courtney Lindsay 
Barbara J. Stanford and Vincent  

   T. Lombardo 
Prof.+ and Mrs. Gheorghe D.  
   Mateescu 
James and Virginia Meil 

Marilyn S. Mobley, PhD, in  
   memory of A. Grace Lee Mims 
Priscilla G. and David B. Moore 

Judge J.+ and Barbara H. Nahra 
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey M.  
   Ottaway 



Katie and Ken Outcalt 

Karel and Noriko Fujii Paukert 

Mrs. Barbara I. Peskin 
Phil Star and Jane Peterson 

Mrs. Dorothy A. Pittorino 
Ms. Kathryn Porcen and  
   Mr. Phillip Robinson 
Jill Pulley 

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred M.  
   Rankin, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reid 

Joan N. and Richard S. Rivitz  
   Philanthropic Fund 
Margaret B. Robinson 

Amy and Ken Rogat 
Madeline Rosenshein 
Betty T. & David M. Schneider  

   Foundation 
Steven and Cheryl Schneider 
Barbara S. and John Schubert 

Nancy L. Schubert 
Ms. Dawn Schuette 
Meredith M. Seikel 
Jeri L. Shaffer 

Linda Singh 
Amy and Ken Snell 
Mr. James Snyder 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Spiegle 
Elizabeth and William Straw 
Arthur M. Stupay 

Carol and Brian Swetlin 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth E. Taylor 
Mr. Christopher J. Toth (BM ’88,  

   AD ’89) 
Martha and Ed Towns 
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Walker 

Steve and Carolyn Warner 
Ellen Rubinstein Weld 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Zigmond 
three who wish to remain  

   anonymous 
 
$250–$499 

Drs. Richard and Eleanor Aron 
Ms. Anna Bain Slater 
Mr. Stephen J. Bassett 

Mr. and Mrs.+ John M. Bourne 
Dr. Sharon Grundfest  
   Broniatowski 

Mr. Bennett Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Brucken 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bruml 

Mr. and Mrs. Page M. Bullock 

Mr. Richard M. Burk 

Margaret (MM ’74) and Carl  

   Carlson 
Katherine and Stephen  

   Carpenter 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee A. Chilcote 
Diane Collier and Robert Gura 
Jane A. Daroff 

Mrs. Shirley B. Dawson 
Ms. Elaine Douvas (BM ’86) and  
   Mr. Robert Sirinek 

Ms. Maryellen Eickman-Fiala 
Ms. Peggy Elder 
Ms. Gail M. Eovito 

William (MM ’68) and Nancy  
   Foster 
Mrs. Mona Freer 

Patrick and Maria French 
Dr. and Mrs. (BM ’67) Andrew I.  
   Froelich 

Mrs. Barbara Y. Galvin 
Mr. Laurence W. Glazener  
   (BM ’72) and Ms. Judith  
   Yanchus 

Ms. Nancy A. Gorenshek 
Mr. James D. Graham and  
   Mr. David M. Dusek 

Dr. and Mrs. Francis A.  
   Greicius, Jr. 
Dr. Marshall (BM ’75, MM ’77)  

   and Anne Griffith 
John S. and Elaine M. Hibshman 
Ms. Anne Jarrad and Mr. Ryan  

   Thomas 
Stephen and Elizabeth Kaufman 
Michele M. Kay 

Benjamin and Jocelyn Keck 
Susan and Howard Levin 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Q. Levin 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Levine 

Mr. Jeffrey Litwiller 
Sheila N. Markowitz, in memory  
   of Vilma Kohn 

Dr. Linda McDonald 
Ms. Anne Meissner 
Ms. Brenda K. Miller (MM ’74) 

Robert and Sally Miller 
Roy and Cindy Moore 
Mrs. Peta Moskowitz 

Jackson Naglick 
Noel W. and Carolyn D. Nilson 
Ms. Maureen T. O’Malley 

John and Marlene Phillips 

Ms. Ann Hobson Pilot (BM ’66,  

   HDMA ’18) 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Prober 
James Robinson 

Leigh Rocklin 
Howard and Lyn Satisky 
Dr. Mary G. Schiller 
Dr. Sean Schulze 

Charna E. Sherman 
Mary Sue Sidoti (BM ’51,  
   MM ’54) 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Smith 
Martha and Mike Solarz 
Mary Lou Stricklin 

Neal Szpatura 
Dr. and Mrs. Fred Teren 
Mr. and Ms. Peter Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis G. Titas 
Mr. Thomas E. Trenney, Jr.  
   (BM ’99) 

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Tripp, IV 
Ms. Lembi Veskimets (BM ’95,  
   MM ’97) 
Harriet Warm 

Mr. and Mrs. Yair Weinstock 
Earl S. and Sherdia T. White 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Williams 

Mrs. Joan Wittenberg 
Ms. Nancy L. Wolpe 
Mr. and Mrs. Tronze I Tom Wu 

Mr. and  Mrs. Thomas M. Zale 
four who wish to remain  
   anonymous 

This list reflects donations received between January 1, 2023, and March 22, 2024. 
 

We take pride in acknowledging your support by your preferred name. If you notice an error or  

omission, please contact the development team at 216.795.3160. 



INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORTERS 

$1,000–$4,999 

Dr. NE & JZ Berman Foundation 
Britton Gallagher 
Cherries Four Charitable Fund 

Clearstead Advisors, LLC 
D’Addario Foundation 
The Giant Eagle Foundation 
The Gries Family Foundation 

Marcia G. Harvery Fund 
Huntington National Bank 
Hyster-Yale Materials Handling,  

   Inc. 

 

Key Family Wealth 
The Laub Foundation 
Herbert F. Leisy Family  

   Designated Fund wa 
MAI Capital Management 
Materion Corporation 
Mattlin Foundation 

McDonald Hopkins Co., LLC 
The Mockingbird Foundation 
The Music and Drama Club of  

   Cleveland 

 

Ohio Federation of Music Clubs  
   Foundation 
Plymouth Church of Shaker  

   Heights 
The Presser Foundation 
Synthomer Foundation 
UBS Financial Services Inc. 

The S. K. Wellman Foundation 
 
 

As of March 25, 2024 

We express our gratitude for these leading philanthropic institutions that contribute to the 

future of classical music. 

 

$300,000 or more 
 

 

 State of Ohio 
 

 

$100,000–$299,999 

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation 

The Cleveland Foundation 

The Hershey Foundation  

Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation 

$50,000–$99,999 

The George Gund Foundation 

KeyBank Foundation 

David and Inez Myers Foundation 

The Payne Fund 

 

$25,000–$49,999 

Deloitte & Touche USA LLP  

John P. Murphy Foundation 

Partners for CIM 

The Kelvin and Eleanor Smith Foundation 

The Superlative Group, Inc. 

$10,000–$24,999 

Baker & Hostetler LLP 
Deloitte Foundation 
Eaton Corporation 

Fenn Educational Fund of the Cleveland  
   Foundation 
William O. & Gertrude Lewis Frohring Foundation 
The Dorothea Wright Hamilton Fund 

 

The Higley Fund 
George M. and Pamela S. Humphrey Fund 
Ion Corporation 

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
WC and EJ Thornton Foundation 

$5,000–$9,999 

M.E. & F.J. Callahan Foundation 
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation 
The Fortnightly Musical Club of Cleveland  

   Endowment Fund 
The Harry K. and Emma R. Fox Charitable  
   Foundation 
Gulick Family Charitable Remainder Unitrust  

The Hankins Foundation 
KHS America 

 

Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation 
The Murch Foundation 
NewBrook Partners 

Ohio Department of Higher Education 
Performing Arts Readiness 
The O’Neill Brothers Foundation 
Steinway Piano Gallery Cleveland 

Vulcan Materials Company Foundation 
The George Garretson Wade Charitable Trust #2 



1920 SOCIETY 

Gay C.+ and Edward Addicott 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Chace Anderson 
Dr. Larry A. Baker (MM ’73, DMA ’84) 
Ruth Baker and Jordan Wexler 

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Balaguer 
Cynthia Bassett 
William C. and Mary W. Beckenbach 
Michael E. Bevers and Eve Fingerett 

Eric (MM ’82) and Karen Bower 
Mrs. Arielle Brodkey 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Buescher 

Irad (BM ’87, MM ’88) and Rebecca (BM ’87,  
   MM ’89) Carmi 
David P. (HDMA ’09) and Linda S. Cerone 

Charlie and Grosvie Cooley 
Virginia Deupree Crumb (BM ’77)+ and  
   Carl & Jeanne Crumb 

Tom and Susan Cucuzza 
Dr. Mark H. Curley 
Jan Curry and Richard E. Rodda 

Mr.+ and Mrs. Pitt A. Curtiss 
Barbara A. Davis 
Mr.+ and Mrs. David Deioma 
Hank and Mary+ Doll 

Mr. William F. Dollard 
Rebecca and George+ Dunn 
Tom and Cindy Einhouse 

Roger B. Ellsworth 
Mr.+ and Mrs. William Esplandiu 
Ms. Patricia J. Factor 

Ms. Hannah Marie Frey (BM ’99, MM ’01) 
Priscilla Fullerton (BM ’64) 
Mr. Joseph A. Gabalski (MM ’97) 

Ms. Linda C. Gilbert 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Gilliam 
Susan L. Golden, PhD 

Robert Goss 
Elaine Harris Green+ 
Robert and Sally Gries 
Dr. Marshall Griffith (BM ’75, MM ’77) 

Ronald F. Grinage (MM ’82) 
Dr. Clive Hamlin, in appreciation of Mary Hamlin 
Linda F. Harper 

Iris and Tom Harvie 
Bruce+ and Ann Higley 
Jean and Dick Hipple 

Lillie A. Hopkins-Clausell 
Toni Hopkins 
Patience Cameron Hoskins 

Nancy Kurfess Johnson, MD 

Mort+ and Emilie Kadish 

David D. and Gloria D. Kahan 
Julian and Etole Kahan 
Dr. Timothy Michael Kalil (BM ’74, MM ’76) 

Jodi Kanter and Steven Szilagyi 
Maurice (BM ’52)+ and Judy Kaplow 
Ms. Sharon Koppelman 
James A. Kozel 

Ed and Jan Kulback 
Joan Kwuon (PS ’95) 
Judith V. Lelchook 

Ms. Barbara Levine 
Dr. Frederic Levine and Dr. Janine Martyn 
Ms. Sharon Levine 

Drs. Carole and Daniel Litt 
Idarose and Ted+ Luntz 
Carol O. Madsen 

David R. and Helen M. McDermott 
Robert and Sarah Miller 
Barbara and Mal+ Mixon 

Mr. and Mrs. David B. Moore 
Thomas Moore+ and Douglas Bunker 
Dr. Marjorie and Mr. Bert Moyar 
Deborah L. Neale 

Dr. Richard Nelson 
Alice M. Nilges 
Leslie and Donald O’Bell 

Mr. Thury L. O’Connor 
C.K. “Pat” Patrick+ and Nancy Patrick 
Dick (HDMA ’06) and Pat+ Pogue 

Mrs. Alfred M. Rankin, Sr. 
Carole A. Rieck 
Edith K. (BM ’60, MM ’63) and David Roberts 

Karen and Vern Rominger 
Susan Rothmann, Philip Paul and Jeremy Paul 
Professor Alan Miles Ruben and Judge Betty  

   Willis Ruben 
Lin Marie Satava 
Gail and Elliott Schlang 
Holly A. Selvaggi 

Susie W. Sharp 
Herbert+ and Carolyn Sihler 
Joel Smirnoff 

Barbara J. Stanford and Vincent T. Lombardo 
Dr. William H. Stigelman, Jr. 
Karin Stone 

Mrs. Ellen Strommen 
Ms. Linda S. Strommen (BM ’78, MM ’79) 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph H. Thomas 

Dr. Susan Reed Waller (DMA ’77) 

The 1920 Society honors individuals who have made a special legacy commitment to 

support CIM. Members of the 1920 Society ensure that CIM will be the future of classical 

music by including CIM in their estate plans. 



We honor the memory of those who supported the future of classical music through their estates  

in the past year. 
 

Gay C. Addicott Ellen H. Hauck 
Delores Comey Estate of Joy M. Kiszely 
Renee A. De Courville Paul Wells Klotzman Music Scholarship Trust 

Estate of Larry B. Faigin Joan Ostendorf 
Marguerite Gilbert (BM ’49) Estate of Virginia A. Stocking 
Christine Gitlin Miles  H. Sue and Meredith Williams  
 

 
+ deceased 

 

 
As of March 22, 2024  

Carole Hershey Walters 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell J. Warren 
Richard+ and Jacqueline Weiner 
Max Wendel 

Mrs. Georgeanna Beaver Whistler (BM ’49,  
   MM ’51) 

Dr.+ and Mrs. Alan H. Wilde 

H. Sue+ and Meredith Williams 
five who wish to remain anonymous  






