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Johann Sebastian Bach Cello Suite No. | in G Major,
(1685-1750) BWYV 1007

Prelude

Allemande

Courante

Sarabande

Minuet |

Minuet Il

Gigue

Johann Sebastian Bach Violin Sonata No. 3 in C Major,
arr. Mark Kosower BWYV 1005
Adagio
Fuga: Allegro
Siciliana: Largo
Allegro assai

Intermission

Johann Sebastian Bach Cello Suite No. 4 in E-flat Major,
BWYV 1010
Prelude
Allemande
Courante
Sarabande
Bourée |
Bourée Il
Gigue

(continued)



Johann Sebastian Bach Violin Partita No. 2 in D minor,
arr. Mark Kosower BWYV 1004
Allemanda
Corrente
Sarabanda
Giga
Ciaccona

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Bach for Humanity is an initiative to bring Bach’s music to a wide
cross-section of socioeconomic spheres through community outreach,
educational performances and concerts in the greater Cleveland area.
As the purpose of the arts is to enrich and elevate the human
existence, | aim to convey the humanity and the divine inspiration
found in Bach’s music to anyone with an open mind, ears and heart.
The need to bring people together has never been greater and it is the
music of Bach that has inspired people for centuries with its spirituality
and ideals of love and compassion that transcend above all else.

Earlier this spring, | launched Bach for Humanity with community
outreach performances by Ensemble 207, the cello ensemble | direct,
performing Bach’s Fantasy and Fugue in G Minor, BWV 542, “The
Great” (originally for organ) among other works. Now Bach for
Humanity continues with performances of selected cello suites and
violin sonatas and partitas performed on the cello. Concerning the
latter, | first took up the solo violin music of Bach as an instrumental
challenge. Soon it became apparent that this music was so inherently
different from the cello suites that it provided me with access to a
totally different part of Bach’s creative output. While the cello suites
are very intimate and personal, the violin works are majestic and
breathtaking. This is why | have to play this music.
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Described as “a virtuoso of staggering prowess” by the Cleveland Plain
Dealer, MARK KOSOWER is a consummate artist equally at home
internationally as a recital and concerto soloist and, since 2010, as
principal cello of The Cleveland Orchestra. As an orchestral principal,

he was formerly solo cellist of the Bamberg Symphony in Germany
(2006-10).

During the past two seasons, Kosower has appeared as soloist with
the symphony orchestras of Buffalo, Columbus, Dayton, Hawaii,
Indianapolis, Naples, Phoenix, Silicon Valley, Toledo and with The
Cleveland Orchestra conducted by music director Franz Welser-Most,
Sir Andrew Davis and Nicholas McGegan. He has also appeared
internationally as soloist in Germany, Mexico, Thailand and United
Kingdom. His recordings include Eberhard Klemmstein’s Cello Concerto
with the Slovak Radio Symphony Orchestra and the Victor Herbert
cello concertos with JoAnn Falletta and Belfast’s Ulster Orchestra for
Naxos International. In 2017, Kosower recorded the Brahms cello
sonatas with pianist Jee-Won Oh at the Beethovensaal in Hannover,
Germany.

Kosower is a frequent guest at international chamber music festivals,
including Santa Fe Chamber Music Festival, Eastern Music Festival,
North Shore Chamber Music Festival, Japan’s Pacific Music Festival and
Colorado’s Strings Music Festival. In past seasons, he has appeared
internationally as soloist with the Bamberg Symphony, Rotterdam
Philharmonic, Orchestre de Paris, China National Symphony in Beijing,
National Symphony Orchestra of Taiwan, Brazilian Symphony
Orchestra and Venezuela Symphony Orchestra, in addition to solo
performances at the Chatelet in Paris, Alte Oper in Frankfurt, Hong
Kong Cultural Centre and Teatro Municipal in Rio de Janeiro. Other
appearances as concerto soloist have included the orchestras of
Detroit, Florida, Houston, Milwaukee, Minnesota, North Carolina,
Oregon, Phoenix, Ravinia, Saint Paul, Seattle and Virginia.

Kosower has recorded for the Ambitus, Delos, Naxos International
and VA labels, including as the first cellist to record the complete
music for solo cello of Alberto Ginastera, which he recorded for
Naxos. He was described as a “powerful advocate of Ginastera’s art”
by Music-Web International, and Strings Magazine said of his Hungarian
music album (also with Naxos), “the music allows Kosower to



showcase his stunning virtuosity, passionate intensity and elegant
phrasing.”

A dedicated teacher, Kosower is currently a member of the faculty at
the Cleveland Institute of Music and Kent/Blossom Music Festival. He
also teaches a week of classes at Hidden Valley Music Seminars in
Carmel Valley, California, each summer and is Visiting Distinguished
Professor at the University of Oregon during the 2017-18 academic
year. He has given master classes around the world. His previous posts
include professor of cello and chamber music at the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music (2005-07).

Born in Wisconsin, Kosower began studying cello at the age of 18
months with his father who studied with Ernst Silberstein, principal
cello of The Cleveland Orchestra under George Szell. He later studied
with Janos Starker at Indiana University and with Joel Krosnick at The
Juilliard School. Kosower’s many accolades include an Avery Fisher
Career Grant, a Sony Grant and as grand prize winner of the Irving M.
Klein International String Competition.
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