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From the Director

RIPPED FROM THE HEADLINES
MAN BETRAYS MOTHER OF HIS CHILDREN!
SHE TAKES FEARFUL REVENGE!

We might expect to see something like these statements on the cover of a
supermarket tabloid. Alas, it is a sad commentary on human nature that these
contemporary-sounding headlines are actually drawn from one of the oldest
myths of ancient Greece, the story of Jason and Medea. This is the basis of
our opera tonight.

What makes the story even more contemporary is its attitude toward
women. There is little sympathy for Jason, who uses the skills of his lover,
Medea, to become a recognized hero—only to turn his back on her for a
more politically advantageous marriage. Medea, despite the brutality of her
subsequent actions, is the closest thing we have to a “winner.”

Euripides, the tragedian of classic Athens who authored the most famous
version of the tale, is quite explicit in his feminist attitude:

Of all creatures that can feel and think,
we women are the worst treated things alive.

It is the thoughts of men that are deceitful,
Their pledges that are loose.

Sooner would | stand
Three times to face men’s battles, shield in hand,
Than bear one child!

This viewpoint may seem surprising to us, given the very low position that
women had in ancient Greek society. It surprised the Greeks, too! Euripides’
frequent support of the underdog, and of women in particular, won him few
prizes in the theatrical festivals that were such an important part of Athenian
culture. Over time, however, his popularity grew, part of the reason that
more of his plays have survived than that of all other Greek playwrights
combined.

Meanwhile, the story of Medea seems to retain a limitless hold on the human
imagination. Wikipedia lists dozens of versions of the story: theatrical,
musical, cinematic—and even a video game! Until men and women have
learned to treat each other well and equitably, the tale may never lose its
hold.

— DB
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(in order of singing)

* Wednesday/Friday

# Thursday/Saturday

Medea

Music by Luigi Cherubini / Libretto by Frangois-Benoit Hoffmann

Maidservant #1

Maidservant #2

Glauce
daughter of King Creon,
engaged to Jason

Creon
King of Corinth

Jason
hero of the Greeks,
father of Medea’s children

Captain of the Guard

Medea
Jason’s former lover
and mother of his children

Neris, her servant

Medea’s daughter

Medea’s son

XiaoGe Zhang (Wed)
Kaylee Norris (Thurs)
Jean Furman (Fri)
Yanru Chen (Sat)

Gwendolyn Delaney (Wed)
Eunhye Hyun (Thurs)
Amanda Duspiva (Fri)
Shaoting Huang (Sat)

Emily S. Brown *
Andrea Gadzinski #

Xiaoyang Zhang *
David B. Hwang #

Benjamin Liu *
Aaron Douglas Lange #

Austin Cale Cox *
Jacob Wei #

Nayoung Yeo *
Renée Richardson #

Merav Eldan *
Meg Linebaugh #

Lorena Jia Tovanche *
Logan Dior Williams #

lan McLaughlin

Citizens of Corinth:

Rachael Aust, Francesco Bochicchio, Charles D. Butler, Anne Carruthers,
Yanru Chen, Austin Cale Cox, Gwendolyn Delaney, Amanda Duspiva,
Gillian Fisher, Jean Furman, Shaoting Huang, Eunhye Hyun, Soobinh Lee,

Yueshan Liang, London Long-Wheeler, Liza Moss, Kaylee Norris,
Briana Pudsell, Jackson Richards-Jarvis, Raquel Roman-Rodriguez,
Aoife Shanley, Jacob Wei, Qianru Wu, XiaoGe Zhang
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ACTI
The Princess Glauce is preparing for her wedding to Jason. He had recovered
for Greece a priceless golden fleece, but to do so he had needed the help of a
local princess, Medea. Medea, in establishing a relationship with him and
bearing him two children, betrayed her family. Although Jason abandoned her,
she appears and demands that he return to her. Jason refuses and Medea
swears vengeance.

The despairing Medea is encouraged to leave the city by her servant, Neris.
King Creon, Glauce’s father, arrives and orders Medea to go. She asks for one
more day with her children, and the king reluctantly agrees.

INTERMISSION

ACTII
Neris commits to staying with her mistress, whatever the consequences may
be. Jason asks Medea why she wants another day in Corinth. In the course of
their conversation, Medea realizes that Jason still loves his children—a fact
she will use to her advantage. When he leaves to celebrate his wedding to
Glauce, Medea gives Neris a crown and a robe for the children to take as
presents for the bride. This unexpected generosity proves to be Medea’s first
step in a horrible revenge on her faithless lover, and on the city that sheltered
him.

About the Composer

Luigi Cherubini was born in 1760, when Mozart was 4 years old, and died
in 1842, well after the deaths of Schubert and Bellini. He thus lived during, and
helped to effect, the change in European music from Classicism to
Romanticism. Beethoven, a key figure in that change, regarded Cherubini as
the finest composer of his contemporaries. Cherubini’s output was
prodigious, including |5 Italian operas, 14 French operas and large quantities
of instrumental and religious music. In addition, as director of the Paris
Conservatory, he had a substantial influence over the next generation of
composers (though the young Hector Berlioz thought him an old pedant).
Cherubini’s music was eclipsed for many years by that of the great Romantics,
but began to receive increased attention in the latter part of the 20th century,
particularly because of Maria Callas’ many performances of Medea.
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About the Staff

David Bamberger (Artistic Director) has staged some 200 productions on
three continents in styles from grand opera to musicals. A founder of
Cleveland Opera, he was the company’s General Director from 1976 to 2004,
building it into one of America’s major regional opera companies. He secured
The Three Tenors in Concert to celebrate its 25th anniversary. At the
insistence of Jerome Robbins, Bamberger staged the dialogue scenes for West
Side Story, thus gaining permission for Cleveland Opera to be the only opera
company in the Western hemisphere permitted to re-create Robbins’ original
choreography. Bamberger’s work from coast to coast ranges from The Barber
of Seville at Lincoln Center (New York City Opera) to The Ballad of Baby Doe
(Los Angeles Music Center), with such stars as Roberta Peters, Beverly Sills
and Sherrill Milnes. For Santiago, Chile, he staged Rigoletto and Lucia di
Lammermoor and, for the Israel Vocal Arts Institute, La bohéme and La
Cenerentola. His writings include several articles for Opera News and best-
selling textbooks for religious schools. His two-volume History of the Jews
based on Abba Eban’s “My People,” banned in the former Soviet Union, has
been used in Russian translation in both Russia and Israel. Bamberger’s many
honors include the Ohio Governor’s Award for Arts Administration and
honorary doctorates from Swarthmore College (his alma mater, from which
he gradated Phi Beta Kappa), Cleveland State University and CIM. He joined
the CIM faculty in 2004.

Harry Davidson (Conductor) has, since 1998, served as Music Director and
Conductor of the Duke Symphony Orchestra and Professor of the Practice of
Music at Duke University. In spring 2007, he was named Music Director and
Conductor of Opera at the Cleveland Institute of Music, where he conducts
one opera production each semester while continuing in his role as Music
Director of the DSO. In July 2000, he made his major orchestra conducting
debut, leading the National Symphony Orchestra in concert at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. Davidson has guest conducted orchestras in
Austria, Finland and the U.S,, including the Charlotte and Akron symphonies,
as well as the Symphony and Chamber Orchestras of Oberlin College
Conservatory of Music, where he has held residencies on two occasions. He
has held the positions of Associate Conductor of the Wichita Symphony
Orchestra, Professor of Music and Director of Orchestras at Wichita State
University, Conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra and
Associate Professor of Music at the University of Akron. He sometimes
serves as a cover conductor for the North Carolina Symphony and The
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Cleveland Orchestra. Davidson was a finalist in the Detroit Symphony’s Antal
Dorati Conducting Competition and the Hans Swarowsky Conducting
Comepetition in Vienna.

John Simmons (Opera Coach and Chorus Master) was appointed to
Cleveland Institute of Music Opera Faculty in 2005. Simmons has appeared in
numerous recitals in Austria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Italy and in
the U.S. at Waeill Recital Hall, Merkin Hall and the Austrian Cultural Forum in
New York City. He has performed with such artists/ensembles as Jonas
Kaufmann, Christopher Maltman, John Aler, London Symphony Chorus,
Westminster Choir, Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, Spoleto Festival Orchestra and
The Cleveland Orchestra in the Beyond the Score Series. Simmons has
coached, taught and performed at AIMS, Spoleto Festival USA, Centro Studi
Italiani, Amalfi Coast, Shaker Mountain and Lincoln Center festivals. He was
pianist/coach for two seasons at the Graz Oper and teaching assistant at the
Hochschule fiir Musik in Graz, an associate coach at the Juilliard Opera
Center for three years and on the coaching faculty at the CW Post campus of
Long Island University for six years. Simmons is music director and conductor
for Nightingale Opera Theater in Hudson, Ohio, and is the pianist for the
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Chorus.

Dave Brooks (Set & Lighting Designer) has been designing and building
operas in Kulas Hall for over three decades. His list of favorites is long, but a
few of the highlights would have to include productions of The Rake’s Progress,
HMS Pinafore and Dido and Aeneas for director Michael McConnell, The
Medium and Patience for director Gary Race and The Magic Flute, Ariadne auf
Naxos, Hansel and Gretel and Alcina for director David Bamberger. Brooks’
work has also been seen at Lyric Opera Cleveland, The Cleveland Play House,
Michigan Opera Theater, Dayton Opera and Opera Pacific. His "day job" is as
a production designer for Hughie’s Event Production Services, where he
specializes in corporate event design.

Inda Blatch-Geib (Costume Designer) has been costume and production
designer for over 900 theatrical, commercial and film releases in a career that
has spanned 30 years and crossed four continents. Blatch-Geib’s costume and
puppet designs will be seen on Broadway this November in a special
production of Kris Kringle The Musical. Her Production Design work takes an
interior design twist with a new club owned by Machine Gun Kelly opening
soon. Current commercial work includes Costume Design for The Cleveland
Cavaliers’ 1970’s and 80’s themed videos and 5 national spots for the team.
Print designs have included set styling for Harper’s Bazaar UK Scarlett
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Johansson cover and spread, as well as catalogue set styling for Foundations
and Kilgore Trout. Blatch-Geib’s designs have been showcased in exhibits at
The Smithsonian Institute as well as national and regional commercials
including Microsoft, McDonald’s, Under Armour, TroyBuilt, The Original
Mattress Factory and Momentive. Recent film projects include Ohio Art
Direction for The Signal starring Laurence Fishburne. Music Video Production
and Costume Design include Machine Gun Kelly’s Alpha Omega and Let You
Go releases. Locally, she is the 2017-18 Resident Designer for Cleveland
Public Theatre, Karamu House, Magical Theatre Company, New World
Performance Lab and Cleveland Institute of Music. Blatch-Geib was recently
recognized with the Cleveland Critics Circle Award with Best Costume
Design for Blues in the Night.

Sarah Stewart (Production Manager) joined the CIM Opera Theater staff in
2007 after five years at Playhouse Square Center, where she worked as line
producer and production stage manager for seven long-running musicals in
the Hanna Theatre (including Love, Janis and Forbidden Broadway). Previously,
she completed a 20-year tenure at Cleveland Opera as Director of
Production and Artistic Administrator, while serving as a member of Opera
America’s Production/Technical Committee for eight years. Local credits also
include work at The Cleveland Play House, Great Lakes Theatre Festival,
Ohio Ballet, Cleveland Ballet, Dance Cleveland and Cain Park, as well as other
special projects such as the Tall Ships Festival, the Police Memorial Tatoo and
live broadcasts from the Hanna Theatre. Stewart has been proud to be a
member of Actor’s Equity for over 25 years.

Announcing CIM’s Spring Opera

Engelbert Humperdinck’s Masterpiece

Hansel and Gretel

February 28 - March 3, 2018
7:30pm
Tickets

$20 adults | $10 students
$15 seniors & groups of 10+

Call 216.795.321 1 or visit cim.edu/events
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About the Cast

Rachael Aust (soprano) is in her fourth year of CIM’s Bachelor of Music
program, studying with Mary Schiller. Aust’s work at CIM has included the
role of Barbarina in Le nozze di Figaro, Denise in Beatrice and Benedict, Berenice
in La clemenza di Tito and, in scene studies, Gianetta in The Gondoliers and
Norina in Don Pasquale. During the summer of 2015, she traveled to Salzburg,
Austria, with the Miami Frost School of Music. In 2016, she was one of three
students from across the United States to be awarded an Arts in Action
scholarship by Live On Stage, Inc.

Francesco Bochicchio (tenor) is a freshman at CIM. He studies with
Clifford Billions, and is pursuing his bachelor’s degree in Vocal Performance. A
native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Bochicchio participated in apprentice
programs at the Pittsburgh Opera, focusing on community outreach in
Pittsburgh Public Schools. He interned for Pittsburgh Opera’s education
department, performing Donizetti’s La Gelosia and giving mini-lectures on the
piece for Pittsburgh Public School representatives. He also wrote a collection
of short biographies of important African-American figures in the music world
for the Pittsburgh Opera’s production of The Summer King by Daniel
Sonenberg.

Emily S. Brown (soprano) studies with Mary Schiller and is a second year
Master of Music student. Brown has performed the Monitor and Abbess (Suor
Angelica), Papagena (The Magic Flute), Principessa (La bella dormente nel bosco)
and Friend 2 (The Ballad of Baby Doe), as well as several scene roles including
the Countess (Le nozze di Figaro) and Mimi (La bohéme). She is a 2016
graduate of North Park University (Chicago). There, she was the 2015 winner
of Performance Awards and the 2015 recipient of the National Presser
Foundation Award for excellence in music. Currently, Brown sings with the
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral choirs.

Charles D. Butler (baritone) is in his first year of the Bachelor of Music
program, studying with Dean Southern. Butler received scholarships to attend
the summer festival at the Tanglewood Institute of Music in 2015 and again in
2016. At Tanglewood he performed scenes as Bob from The Old Maid and the
Thief, Gabriel from Too Many Sopranos and Papageno from The Magic Flute. In
2016, he won regionally at the NATS competition. He performed alongside
Denyce Graves at the grand opening of the National Museum of African
American History and Culture. Medea is his stage debut at CIM.
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Anne Carruthers (soprano) is in her second year of a Master of Music
degree at CIM, studying with Mary Schiller. Carruthers was a young artist at
the Curtis Institute of Music in the summer of 2014 and won scholarships in
2015 and 2017 to attend the Frost at Salzburg program. Her complete roles
include The Neighbor in Igor Stravinsky’s Mavra, La Ciesca in Puccini’s Gianni
Schicchi, a chambermaid in Amelia al ballo and both A Lay Sister and an Alms
Sister in Suor Angelica. She covered the role of Despina for CIM’s March
production of Cosi fan tutte.

Yanru Chen (soprano) is in her first year of a Bachelor of Music degree at
CIM, studying with Mary Schiller. At the age of ten, Chen participated in the
China Youth Spring Festival and sang in the chorus in the Golden Hall of
Vienna’s Musikverein. For eight years she sang in the Chonggqing City
Student’s Talent Show, winning first prize for classical voice in 2013, 2014 and
2015. In 2016, she performed at Chongqing Grand Theater and the Guotai
Art Center as a member of the Shuren Student Choir. In 2017, she made her
opera debut singing in the chorus of La Traviata.

Austin Cale Cox (baritone) is in the third year of his bachelor’s degree,
studying with Dean Southern. As a freshman, Cox made his CIM stage debut
as Antonio in Le nozze di Figaro. He is a 4-year graduate of Virginia’s
Governor’s School for the Arts program. He has numerous first place awards
at State and Regional NATS vocal competitions, and was invited to the
organization’s first national competition (Boston 2014) where he placed as a
semifinalist. In the summer of 2017, Cox participated in La Musica Lirica in
Novafeltria, Italy, where he performed the role of Schaunard in La bohéme.

Gwendolyn DelLaney (soprano) grew up in Boise where she worked with
Opera Idaho as a chorister, supernumerary and in small roles. With CIM
Opera Theater she has appeared in several choruses and as Suor Osmina in
Suor Angelica. Her favorite credits include Gherardino in Gianni Schicchi,
Christine in The Bad Seed, Cherubino in scenes from Le nozze di Figaro, Young
Baby Doe in The Ballad of Baby Doe, Chorus in Falstaff and Chorus in La
bohéme. In addition to appearing on stage, DelLaney works behind the scenes
as a stage manager. She is a sophomore studying with Mary Schiller.

Amanda Duspiva (soprano) is a freshman in Mary Schiller’s studio at the
Cleveland Institute of Music. Prior to her attendance at CIM, Duspiva had
been singing with the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra’s Youth Chorale for five
years, singing in such venues as Carnegie Hall. In her senior year of high
school, she was awarded first prize in the Metropolitan Youth Orchestra’s
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Concerto/Aria Competition. She studied at the Tanglewood Young Artist
Vocal Program this past summer, learning new repertoire and performing
opera scenes. Now at CIM, she is pursuing a Bachelor of Music degree with a
focus on Vocal Performance.

Merav Eldan (mezzo-soprano), a native Israeli, studies with Mary Schiller.
Eldan recently performed a recital at the Jewish Community Center of
Youngstown and a collection of arias with the Jerusalem Symphony
Orchestra. She has performed the roles of Dorabella, Damon, La zia
Principessa, Hansel and Componist. Eldan performed in Schloss Mirabell after
winning the Miami Frost competition in Salzburg. She won first prizes in CIM’s
Darius Milhaud competition and the NATS Ohio State competition. She
performed Mozart’s Requiem, and premiered Bardanashvili’s Passion with Israel
Camerata Jerusalem. Sunday she premieres Margaret Brouwer’s Voice of the
Lake with Domenico Boyagian.

Gillian Fisher (mezzo-soprano) is in her first year of the Bachelor of Music
degree at CIM, studying with Mary Schiller. Fisher is an alumna of the
Interlochen Arts Academy where she had the privilege of studying under
Jeffery Norris and Dr. lan Greenlaw. Fisher has participated in many chorus
and chamber ensembles. She was also a member of Interlochen’s audition-
based Chamber Singers choir. While at Interlochen, Fisher played Cherubino
in Act 3 of Le nozze di Figaro. She is passionate about music’s ability to change
lives and continues to be involved in many outreach initiatives across
northeast Ohio.

Jean Furman (soprano) is a sophomore studying with Mary Schiller. Furman
is a Grand Prix and first place winner of international voice competitions, and
performed numerous times at Carnegie Hall. She sang ensemble in Lizzie
Borden with Boston Lyric Opera (2013) and was Cherubino in Mozart and
Salieri with Commonwealth Lyric Theater (2014). In 2015, Furman sang the
lead in Zaporozhets za Dunayem, a Ukrainian comic opera, and performed her
first solo recital. She was Kseniya in Boris Godunov (2016). She also had major
roles in Le nozze di Figaro, Die Zauberflote, West Side Story and The Pirates of
Penzance.

Andrea Gadzinski (soprano) is a junior at the Cleveland Institute of Music
where she studies with Dean Southern. Her work at CIM has included
Leonata in Béatrice et Bénédict (2016), Maestra delle novizie in Suor Angelica
(2016) and now Glauce in Medea (2017). Gadzinski has worked as an
apprentice artist with the Tidewater Opera Initiative where she covered the



13

role of Laetitia in The Old Maid and the Thief (2016), and covered the role of
Musetta in La bohéme (2017) with La Musica Lirica. Gadzinski will receive her
Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance degree in 2019.

Shaoting Huang (soprano) is in the second year of CIM’s Master of Music
degree, studying with Dean Southern. In 2013, she soloed at the New Year
Concert of the Embassy of Italy in Beijing. From 2012 to 2015, she studied in
the China Conservatory from which she received her bachelor’s degree
majoring in music education. In 2016, she was one of the scatterbrained
chambermaids in Menotti’s Amelia al ballo and was heard as Zerlina in CIM’s
Opera Scenes. Recently, she participated in La Musica Lirica where she sang
Suor Osimina in Suor Angelica.

David B. Hwang (baritone) has been studying voice since winning a voice
competition at the age of twelve. He has performed in opera, oratorio, and
recital throughout his native Korea, including the Seoul Art Center, Japan,
Taiwan, and the United States, notably at Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall.
He has served as a vocal coach and assistant conductor of several choirs in
Korea. He recently performed the role of Marcello in La bohéme in Italy with
La Musica Lirica. He is currently a second-year student in the Professional
Studies Diploma program at CIM, where he studies with Dean Southern.

Eunhye Hyun (soprano) of South Korea is in the second year of CIM’s
master’s degree, studying with Dean Southern. She made her CIM debut as an
Alms Sister in Suor Angelica. At the age of sixteen, Hyun performed with The
Guri Philharmonic Orchestra in Seoul. She received the Konkuk University
scholarship for 201 | and performed as the soloist in Mozart’s Mass in C
Major in a Konkuk University Choir concert. In 2014, she performed as
Annina in a professional production of La Traviata. She has also performed in
the chorus of Handel’s oratorio Messiah.

Aaron Douglas Lange (tenor) is in his first year of CIM’s Master of Music
degree, studying with Dean Southern. He performed as Alfred in Die
Fledermaus at Portland State University. His other roles in PSU’s scenes
program include the title role in La clemenza di Tito and Fenton in Falstaff.
Lange most recently performed the role of Kristoffer in Viva’s Holiday as well
as Ferrando in Cosi fan tutte at the ViVAce summer opera workshop. This past
summer, he had the privilege of singing chorus in Portland Opera’s La bohéme
and in the Astoria Music Festival’s Il barbiere di Siviglia.

Soobinh Lee (soprano) is a sophomore at CIM, studying with Clifford
Billions. She comes from Korea where she became involved in music when
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she was very young. She has participated in various musicals and choirs in
church and school. From these musical experiences, she gained much stage
and acting experience with the knowledge of how to interact with other
performers. She has also participated in CIM’s opera chorus and is in a church
choir in Cleveland. Her former teachers include Hae-Suk Hwang for 3 years
and Hee-Bok Ahn who is the head director of the Hee-Bok Opera Company.

Yueshan Liang (soprano) is in her second year of the Professional Studies
program, working with Mary Schiller. Liang made her opera debut in her
native China in 2013 when, recommended by her conservatory’s faculty, she
was hired by the Opera Theatre of Guangzhou for the chorus of La Traviata.
Subsequently, as part of her Bachelor of Music degree, she performed as
Micaéla in scenes from Carmen. Suor Angelica was her first performance in
America. In 2017, at the summer program of La Musica Lirica, she sang in the
chorus of La bohéme and as Silvia in Mozart’s Ascanio in Alba.

Meg Linebaugh (mezzo-soprano) is in her second year of CIM’s master’s
degree, studying with Mary Schiller. Linebaugh recently appeared with Opera
Columbus in the choruses of La Traviata, La bohéme, Armide and Pagliacci. She
received her Bachelor of Music degree from Ohio Wesleyan University where
she starred as Desiree Armfeldt (A Little Night Music). In 2016, she received
first place in the Advanced Women Category at the Buckeye NATS auditions.
Last fall, she was seen as the Princess (Suor Angelica) and Amelia’s Friend
(Amelia al ballo) and last spring she was seen as Carmen in the Sensational
Scenes program.

Benjamin Liu (tenor) last performed at CIM as Ferrando in Cosi fan tutte. He
previously sang here the roles of Bénédict in Berlioz’s Béatrice et Bénédict, the
Lover in Menotti’s Amelia al ballo and Basilio and Don Curzio in Mozart’s Le
nozze di Figaro. Liu received his Master of Music degree from CIM in May, and
was awarded the Irvin Bushman Memorial Prize in Singing. He is now a
Professional Studies student continuing his work with Clifford Billions. At his
alma mater, Vassar College, Liu performed as the tenor soloist in Carmina
Burana and as Barigoule in Pauline Viardot’s Cendrillon.

London Long-Wheeler (mezzo-soprano) is in her second year of the
master’s degree at CIM, where she is studying with Mary Schiller. Long-
Wheeler was recently at the 2017 Hawaii Performing Arts Festival in a double
bill of Suor Angelica and Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater. Previous CIM credits include
Amelia al ballo (L’amica), Suor Angelica (La maestra delle novizie), Cosi fan tutte
and in scenes, Carmen (Mercédeés) and La fille du régiment (La Marquise).
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During her undergraduate studies at Oklahoma City University, she was also
in Die Zauberflote (Dritte Dame), Suor Angelica (La suora zelatrice) and
Dialogues of the Carmelites (Sister St. Charles).

lan McLaughlin (Medea’s Son) is honored to be making his debut at the
Cleveland Institute of Music in Cherubini’s opera Medea. He is 10 years old
and a fifth grader at Incarnate Word Academy. He attended the Broadway
Artists Alliance in New York City and is enjoying classes at the Cleveland Play
House Academy. His recent credits include Randy in A Christmas Story
(Cleveland Play House), Master William/Tiny Tim in A Christmas Carol (Great
Lakes Theater) and Bud Ogden-Porter in Mothers and Sons (Beck Center for
the Arts).

Liza Moss (soprano), a junior in CIM’s Bachelor of Music degree, studies
with Mary Schiller. Moss is a four-year graduate of Interlochen Arts Academy,
where she majored in voice. In 2014, she performed the lead role in the
world premiere of a one-act opera, The Lottery, based on Shirley Jackson’s
story. Notable work at CIM includes performing Sister Lucilla in Suor Angelica,
and singing in the ensemble while serving as Assistant Stage Manager for Cosi
fan tutte. Moss has performed with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra and
the Skylight Opera Theatre. She also recorded for publisher Hal Leonard’s
music textbook series.

Brianna Nemback (soprano) is in her second year of the CIM master’s
degree, studying with Mary Schiller. At CIM, she has performed as the Abbess
in Suor Angelica and covered the title role. In the spring Opera Scenes, she
was Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni and Mimi in La bohéme. Last summer she
attended the Frost School of Music Summer Program in Salzburg, Austria.
Before attending CIM, she performed as Ronette in Little Shop of Horrors and
in opera scenes programs, including the role of Elisabetta in Maria Stuarda and
the title role in Cendrillon at Mount San Antonio College.

Kaylee Norris (soprano) is a sophomore at CIM studying with Dean
Southern. Last summer, she sang the role of Genovieffa in Italy for La Musica
Lirica’s production of Suor Angelica. She is a three-time winner of the NATS
Ohio chapter competition (2014-16) and in 2017 placed first in the
undergraduate division of the NATS regional competition. Last year she
appeared as the first Touriére in CIM’s Suor Angelica and as Zerlina in the
spring scenes. She has an extensive background in dance, acting and musical
theatre, talents she showcased at Severance Hall in the CIM Women’s
Committee benefit “Broadway in the Circle.”
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Briana Pudsell (soprano) is in the final year of CIM’s master’s degree,
studying with Mary Schiller. Pudsell performed the role of La suora Zelatrice
in CIM opera theatre’s production of Suor Angelica and sang in the ensemble
of Amelia al ballo. For CIM’s Sensational Scenes, she performed the role of
Emilia in Otello and sang in the ensemble in La bohéme. A native of Fairmont,
West Virginia, she was the soprano soloist for performances of Handel’s
Messiah and Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms with Fairmont State University. In
summer 2015, she traveled to Salzburg, Austria, where she studied with
Clifford Billions.

Jackson Richards-Jarvis (tenor), a junior at CIM, is pursuing a Bachelor of
Music degree in voice with a minor in ltalian from CWRU. He sang at CIM in
the choruses of The Marriage of Figaro, Béatrice et Bénédict, Amelia al ballo and
Cosi fan tutte, and has participated in scenes at CIM singing the role of Rodolfo
in Puccini's La bohéme. This past summer at La Music Lirica in Italy, he
understudied the same role. In addition, he sang Parpignol in La bohéme, and
sang in the choruses of La bohéme and Mozart's Don Giovanni. He studies with
Dean Southern.

Renée Richardson (soprano) starred at CIM as Béatrice in Berlioz’s Béatrice
et Bénédict, as Fiordiligi in Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte and in the title role of
Puccini’s Suor Angelica. She is in the graduate program studying with Mary
Schiller. Richardson has been seen in many Pensacola Opera productions
including Bizet’s Carmen, Puccini’s La bohéme and Gilbert and Sullivan’s The
Pirates of Penzance. The Haitian-American singer performed music of Bess
from Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess at Severance Hall with the CIM Orchestra.
This past summer she was selected for the prestigious Martina Arroyo
Prelude program and sang in Suor Angelica.

Raquel Roman-Rodriguez (soprano) was a chambermaid in Amelia al ballo
to begin her first year of the master’s degree at CIM, studying with Dean
Southern. She sang Pitti-Sing in a scene from Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Mikado
in the opera scenes program last spring. She participated in the opera scenes
program at her undergraduate institution, Avila University, singing Mimi in
Puccini’s La bohéme, Susannah in Carlisle Floyd’s Susannah and Blanche in
Poulenc’s Dialogues of the Carmelites. She taught choir at Archbishop O’Hara
High School and served as Director of Music Ministry for St. Regis Parish in
Kansas City.

Aoife Shanley (soprano) is in her junior year of the Bachelor of Music
degree at the Cleveland Institute of Music studying with Mary Schiller. She has
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sung in CIM’s productions of Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro, Puccini’s Suor
Angelica and more. She has also performed with Opera Memphis in its
productions of Mozart’s Don Giovanni and Puccini’s La bohéme. While at CIM,
she has had the privilege of working with conductor Jahja Ling. Last summer,
she was given the opportunity to participate in the University of Miami
Salzburg program and sing in the opening festivities of the Salzburg Festival.

Lorena Jia Tovanche (Medea’s Daughter) began acting in Beachwood
Community Center’s Summer Theater program at the age of 7. She is only in
the fourth grade at Hilltop Elementary, but has already been in many
productions. She has appeared in Beachwood Community Theater’s
productions of Have a Nice Summer, Charlie Brown; The Wizard of Oz; Alice in
Wonderland; Songs About Rainbows; Beauty and the Beast; Pinocchio and Annie.
She also appeared in Cleveland City Dance’s 2015 production of Alice in
Wonderland and its 2016 production of Uniquely Nutcracker.

Ariana Umbriac (soprano) is a junior at the Cleveland Institute of Music,
studying with Clifford Billions. She comes from Hazleton, Pennsylvania. At
CIM, she performed the role of the Messenger in Béatrice et Bénédict and
Tessa in a scene from Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Gondoliers. In 2016, she placed
first in her category at the Ohio Chapter of the National Association of
Teachers of Singing and studied at the University of Miami Vocal Program in
Salzburg, Austria. Last spring, she served as Assistant Stage Manager for CIM's
Sensational Scenes program while also performing as Zerlina in a scene from
Mozart’s Don Giovanni.

Jacob Wei (baritone) is in his first year of CIM’s Bachelor of Music degree,
studying with Clifford Billions. At the age of 14, Wei joined the Junior
Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh and sang with them for 4 years. He attended
Carnegie Mellon’s Pre-College program in 2015 and 2016 as a vocal major.
Wei competed in the competition of the National Association of Teachers of
Singing during those same years and won first place in the high school classical
men’s section. Wei also performed Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 with the
Mendelssohn Choir of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra.

Logan Dior Williams (Medea’s daughter) is an honor student at the Dike
School of the Arts. She was Devine in the acclaimed production of
Brownsville’s Song (B-side for Tray) at Dobama. She’s appeared in the TV20
productions What If, Tomorrow’s Dance and Juba. She is the face of Beckham’s
B&M commerecials and is featured in a Cleveland Indians/Taco Bell
commercial. She was nominated as Best Lead Actress in the 2016 Cleveland
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48 Hour Film Cinderella Jones. She was most recently cast in the film White Boy
Rick with Matthew McConaughey.

Qianru Wu (soprano) is in her second year of the Professional Studies
program, studying with Dean Southern. She made her American stage debut
in the ensembles of Suor Angelica and Amelia al ballo. She received her
bachelor’s degree in music performance from Shanghai Normal University
where she performed scenes from such leading roles as Fiordiligi (Cosi fan
tutte), Pamina (Die Zauberflote), Liu (Turandot), Lauretta (Gianni Schicchi) and
Oscar (Un ballo in maschera). In 2017, Wu joined La Musica Lirica festival in
Novafeltria, Italy. She performed Sophia in Il Signor Bruschino in the scenes
program and a sister in Suor Angelica.

Nayoung Yeo (soprano), originally from South Korea, is in her second year
of the Artist Diploma program at CIM, studying with Mary Schiller. Previously
at CIM, Yeo was Fiordiligi in Mozart’s Cosi fan tutte and Suor Angelica in
Puccini’s Suor Angelica. Before coming to Cleveland, her roles included Suor
Angelica in Puccini’s Suor Angelica, Dido in Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas and La
Contessa in Mozart’s Le nozze di Figaro. Other roles in scenes programs were
Cio-Cio-San (Madama Butterfly) in Puccini’s Madama Butterfly, Leonora in
Verdi’s Oberto, conte di San Bonifacio, Magda in Puccini’s La Rondine and Aida in
Verdi’s Aida.

XiaoGe Zhang (soprano) is in her first year of CIM’s Bachelor of Music
degree, studying with Dean Southern. In her native China, she began her
piano studies at age 9 at Wuhan Conservatory of Music, graduating in 2017.
Zhang won several scholarships in high school. At age |5, Zhang participated
in the All School Singer Competition at the Wuhan Conservatory of Music
and received second place. At age 16, Zhang won first place in the high school
division in the Classical Singer International Vocal Competition in China, and
won the Outstanding Award in a later competition in Boston.

Xiaoyang Zhang (baritone) was a scholarship-winning undergraduate in the
Shanghai Conservatory. He received his master’s degree from CIM last May,
winning the Elizabeth Stoeckler Stevens Prize in Lieder. He also won third
place in his category in the National Association of Teachers of Singing
competition. He is now in the Professional Studies program, continuing his
work with Clifford Billions. At CIM he has been heard in a wide range of solo
roles: Publio (La clemenza di Tito), Dr. Bartolo (Le nozze di Figaro), The
Husband (Amelia al ballo), Gugliemo (Cosi fan tutte) and currently Creon
(Medea).
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CONGRATULATIONS!

to all CIM voice students who participated in the

National Association of Teachers of Singing
Ohio Chapter Student Auditions

October 21, 2017, Youngstown State University

Freshmen Women
1*, Yanru Chen, student of Mary Schiller

Sophomore Women
1*, Kaylee Norris, student of Dean Southern

Sophomore Women
3", Gwendolyn DeLaney, student of Mary Schiller

Junior Men

2", Austin Cale Cox, student of Dean Southern

Junior Women

3" Andrea Gadzinski, student of Dean Southern

Senior Women
1*%, Jennifer Robble, student of Mary Schiller

Advanced Adult Women
2", Nayoung Yeo, student of Mary Schiller

Advanced College Men
2", Bryant Bush, student of Dean Southern

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The CIM Opera Theater is most appreciative of the donors who
made gifts in support of CIM opera initiatives:

Anonymous Ms. Louise P. Chesler

Ms. Carolyn Adelstein Ms. Dorothy B. Cibula

Dave and Kathy Arthur Mr. and Mrs.+ Steven L. Coombs
Ms. Ruth Baker and Mr. Jordan Wexler Mr. Paul Russell Critser

Mrs. Margot F. Baldwin Mr. Harry L. Davidson

Drs. David and Carola Bamberger Martin and Mindy Davidson

Mr. and Mrs. David L. Barnes Ms. Nancy J. DeFilippo

Dr. Ronald H. Bell Mr. and Mrs. David B. Deioma
Drs. Nathan and Sosamma Berger Dr. and Mrs. J. Edward DeMarco
Dr. and Mrs. Eugene Blackstone, M.D. Drs. Hill and Chapnick, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. George Blomgren Mr. Walter H. Duvall and

Eric and Karen Bower Mr. David Gregory

Mr. Robert Brooks Ms. Eve Echt

Robert and Janet Brown Ms. Gail M. Eovito

Dr. and Mrs. Helmut F. Cascorbi Mary Beth and Dan Fox

Elizabeth Unis Chesko Mrs. Jacqueline K. Freedman



20

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Freimuth
Friendship Force of Northeast Ohio
Mr. Richard K. Gardner+
Mr. George Glosik
Mr. Robert Glosik
Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Goodman
Mr. James D. Graham and

Mr. David M. Dusek
Trudy and Doug Green
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew C. Gross
Ms. Lauri Gross
Dr. and Mrs.+ Clive Hamlin
Ms. Pamela Happ
Mr. James L. Harkins
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Hart
Ida C. Jones
Mr. Richard L. Jones
Mr. Arthur H. Kaplansky
Dr. and Mrs. Chin-Tai Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Kitchman
Jules and Lani Koach
Ms. Theresa A. Kuehn
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence |. Kuntz
Mr. Paul R. Lasky
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Leirvik
Rabbi Alan and Jean Lettofsky
Mr. Ira Levinsky
Dr. and Mrs. Chien-Wei Liao
Ms. Cathy Lincoln
Drs. Carole and Dan Litt
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Lombardo
Mr. Kenneth Lossman
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Lowder
Mr. Robert P. Madison
La Maison Francaise de Cleveland Fund
Ms. June Mandel
Ms. Anita Manners
Marchon Eyewear Sales Management
Charles and Susan Marston
Ms. Amelia H. Matuszko
Robert and Agnes Maynard
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. MclLaughlin
Joyce and Larry Moore
Ms. Laura Muehlbach
Ms. Jane M. Mueller
Gail and John Multop
John P. Murphy Foundation
David and Inez Myers Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Samir Nasr
Ms. Yasmin I. Nehal
Ms. Edna A. Neill

Ms. Rachel Wayne Nelson

Ms. Ruth M. Ness

New Opera Cleveland Endowment
for Artistic Excellence of the
Cleveland Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Roy V. Nichols

Ms. Cindy Noah

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Peskin

Gerald Polizzi and Constance Sancetta

Ms. Marcia Snavely-Polyak and
Mr. Gregory Polyak

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Powell

Mr. Mark Presser

Dr. and Mrs. Quentin Quereau

Drs. Martin and Laura Rabinowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Reginald D. Resnik

Ms. Beverley D. Rinaldi

RISE Vineyard Performing Arts

Mr. Andrew M. Robble and
Ms. Mary Beth Curtin

Mrs. Henry Schoenewald

Mr. Richard A. Schreck

Mr. and Mrs. Niki Z. Schwartz

Ms. Louise C. Seeholzer

Mrs. Shirley Segal

Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Seider

Jane Sembric

Mr. James A. Setapen

Mr. David Shott

Ms. Mary Sidley

Ms. Sue Simmons

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Z. Singer

Dr. and Mrs. Lynn A. Smith

Mrs. Susan Altman Sofia

Swagelok Company

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Thomas

Estate of Patricia G. Thomas
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